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KAMALA CAN 

] just finished reading your article, 
*Kamala’s Return To The WWF: Will 
The Savage Savage Savage?”’ (Septem- 
ber 1992) and I must say that I think 
Kamala stands a good chance of going 
far in the WWF this time. 


Following his successful stint in the USWA, 
Kamala could make a run at the WWF World 
title, voices reader Larry Barisciano. 


During his last stint, in 1986-87, Ka- 
mala took the federation by storm and 
came very close to defeating Hulk Ho- 
gan on several occasions. He gave Ho- 
gan some of the toughest matches of 
his career. Kamala’s ace in the hole, 
though, is that he just came off a very 
successful stay in the USWA. With 
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four heavyweight championships to his 

credit, I think he is ready to make 

another very serious run and the WWF 
World title. 

LARRY BARISCIANO 

Staten Island, NY 


READY FOR EDDIE 

1 have a message for everyone at 
Inside Wrestling: Eddie Gilbert is not 
globally despised (“Eddie Gilbert: 
Globally Despised,’’ October 1992). In 
fact, Eddie Gilbert is my favorite wres- 
tler. Jerry Lawler is also an excellent 
wrestler, but now it’s Gilbert’s turn. 
Beating Lawler was just the beginning. 
Gilbert can win any title in the world. 

And why did GWF strip Gilbert of 
the North American title? He is by far 
the best wrestler ever to appear in 
Global, and the federation threw it all 
away. What were they thinking? He 
was bringing respectability to the North 
American title by defending it outside 
of Dallas. The GWF should follow the 


example set by Gilbert. 

Eddie Gilbert is back on top, and 
he’ll stay there until he retires from the 
sport. Long live ‘‘The King.”’ 

MIKE NOLAN 
Boothwyn, PA 


ROADIE 

I have really enjoyed the column 
“On The Road” since Chris Bernucca 
took over and the October 1992 issue 
was no exception. His humor is great 
and his viewpoint is fresh. 

It’s hard to argue logic concerning 
the WWF. It treats its fans like mo- 
rons who can’t remember anything pri- 
or to the last pay-per-view. For exam- 
ple, maybe I missed it, but I’m still 
waiting for Jake Roberts to get back at 
Earthquake for squashing his snake. 

Now that Roberts is in WCW, I 
guess that’s not going to happen. Any- 
way, good work, Chris. Keep it up! 

K.C. DARKHARTE 
Biloxi, MS 


“Hot Stuff’ Eddie Gilbert is not globally despised. Despite his rulebreaking ways, the 
USWA heavyweight champion has plenty of loyal fans, including reader Mike Nolan. 


HART ATTACK 

Once again, Eddie Ellner just 
doesn’t get it (‘The Insider,” August 
1992). 

In his column, Ellner states that Bret 
Hart leaves “‘a trail of panting teen- 
agers in his wake.” This is an insult to 
Hart’s many fans. 

I’m a ‘“‘thirtysomething” mother of 
two who’s been a wrestling fan since 
the age of eight. Yes, Hart is one of 
the greatest ring technicians in the his- 


Bret ‘‘Hitman” Hart appeals to women of all 
ages, not just teenagers, as Eddie Ellner 
surmises. Reader Terry Donnelly, a mother 
of two in her 30s, will testify to that. 


tory of the sport, but I won’t deny 
that I think he is a 15 on a scale of 1 
to 10. I’ve never gone as far as pant- 
ing, but Hart does have the ability to 
raise the old pulse rate a few notches. 
The point I am trying to make is 
that there are ‘“Hit Man” fans in every 
age group. All it takes is an apprecia- 
tion of the finer things. Mr. Ellner 
shouldn’t be so quick to generalize. 
TERRY DONNELLY 
Philadelphia 


THE GREATEST 

I’m getting tired of the poor attitude 
toward women’s wrestling displayed by 
today’s fans. I thought we were sup- 
posed to growing less sexist in this 
country. Instead, it seems we are be- 
coming more sexist. 


I long to see the most gorgeous 
woman on this earth, and the greatest 
female athlete | around—Madusa 
Miceli—in action once again. She’s the 
best! 

JASON OBERG 
Fort Covington, NY 


STEINER STAND 

Pam Tyler’s letter in the September 
1992 issue (‘“‘Watch Out, Champs’’) 
about Terry Gordy and Steve Williams 
battling Rick and Scott Steiner was ex- 
tremely uncalled for and one-sided. 
Where does she get off insulting the 
greatest tag team in the world today? 

Sure, Gordy and Williams are a 
great team and have been four-time All 
Japan champions. But the Steiners 
have wrestled in Japan, too, and have 
taken on the best the Japanese have to 
offer. If the Steiners are a pair of 
“blowhard muscleheads,”’ why do you 
think they recently won the IWGP In- 
ternational tag team title for the second 
time? Also, it seems that the only way 
for Gordy and Williams to beat the 
Steiners is for Gordy to clip Scott’s left 
leg from behind, which is what he did 
in the NWA World tag team tourna- 
ment. Therefore, the only two people 
who are scared are Gordy and 
Williams, ; 

Anyway, Scott’s leg is okay, and the 
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Steiners are going to show “Bam 
Bam”’ and “‘Dr. Death” why they are 
the greatest tag team in the world to- 
day. And don’t tell me that either one 
of them could easily defeat Sting. The 
‘Stinger’? would eat both of them raw 
like sushi! 
JESSICA FORDE 
Norfolk, VA 


BUDDY’S PALS 

I must admit, I never saw Buddy 
Rogers wrestle a match. But between 
your flashbacks, my dad’s stories, and 
Matt Brock, I feel like I know the 
“Nature Boy.” I was also looking for- 
ward to the January match against 
Buddy Landell until Tri-State Wrestling 
folded. 

The recent article that announced 
the death of Rogers left me in shock. 
This man was ready to fight just six 
months ago, and suddenly, we talk of 
memories of how he became the first 
wrestler to win the NWA and WWF 
World titles. 

The wrestling world mourns a great 
wrestler and an all-around nice guy. 
And no matter how hard he tries, Ric 
Flair will never be the man that Buddy 
Rogers was. 


SETH F. BERGER 
Highland, IN 
(Continued on page 52) 


mmm i 


The feats of the late ‘‘Nature Boy” Buddy Rogers (applying a rear chinlock on Dory Dixon) 
came alive on the pages of this magazine for reader Seth F. Berger, who had never 
witnessed the two-time World champ in competition. 
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SAKS’ 
NOTEBOOK sysnsas_ 


Urgent message to pases Bush and Bill Clinton: Drop out of the race 
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now! I know you' ve spent so much time and money with your campaigns and 
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| the ‘election is right upon us, but right is right, and I'm thinking about 
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what's ErSRs for this country, dammit! 
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‘Do you mean to tell me that you guys think you're any more qualified 


than Br eice 
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--Cactus Jack? Jack wouldn't send troops into the Persian Gulf. He'd 


pak. insets in a gift box, have himself delivered to Saddam Hussein, 
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ané—whanmo! 
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=-curt Hennig? Clinton oa Bush can hire the greatest campaign 


Managers in the world, but for all the good stuff they can come up with 


about their men, can any of the same say they're perfect? 


~-Nailz? No Willie Horton here. He paid his debt without any wimpy 


ee 


weekend Furveudhas: Truthfully, if you were a potential criminal and you 
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saw that you could end up with a celimate like Nailz, wouldn't you 


reconsider your career SPELONER 


--Bob Backlund? He'll kiss YORE baby, you'll Bench pts ‘cheek, and 
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erSeybody will think they re back in Ike's '50s. 


--Ron Simmons? Natural progression: First black world champion, first 


—— re re ee 


black President. 


--The Ultimate Warrior? Nobody would ever be able to criticize his 


speeches, because everybody would be too embarrassed to admit they don't 
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know what the heck he’ s talking about. 
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~-Papa Shango? Heard of voodoo economic policy? Nuff said. 


es 


———— a Rn 


--Rick Steamboat? In a profession where dishonest people are almost 
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| never punished, this: guy's character has been beyond reproach for his 
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| nearly 20 years in the sport. And talk about family values ... 
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NAMES MAK 


ICK AND SCOTT Steiner may 
not possess the WCW World tag 
team title, but a lot of knowledgeable 
people still consider them the best 
team in the world, especially after what 
they accomplished recently in Japan. 
From August 10-16, the brother duo 
defended their IWGP International tag 
team title five times against five differ- 
ent sets of opponents. Their foes were 
Masa Saito and Riki Choshu, The 
Great Muta and Kensuke Sasaki, 
Scott Norton and Bam Bam 
Bigelow, Tatsumi Fujinami and 
Takayuki lizuka, and Masa Chono 
and Shinya Hashimoto. They scored 
pinfall victories over every team. 
“These were no run-of-the-mill guys, 
either,’’ Scott said. “You're talking 
about some of the greatest wrestlers 
Japan has ever produced. People in 
the States know all about Muta. And 
Chono just won the NWA title 
tournament.” 


“This was a good warmup for 


[Steve] Williams and _ [Terry] 
Gordy,” Rick added. ‘‘They’re so 
busy doing dirty work for Paul E. 
Dangerously, they probably don’t 


even know what we just did. Hey, if 
they wanna be stupid and not prepare 
for us, that’s their problem. We'll get 
those belts back soon enough.”’ 

In other news from Japan, Choshu 
defeated Muta to capture the IWGP 
title on August 16 in Fukuoka. 

It was strange to see Michael 
Hayes of the Freebirds accompany 
Bobby Eaton and Arn Anderson to 
the ring on August 16 in Atlanta. After 
they defeated Joey Maggs and The 
Italian Stallion, neither Eaton nor An- 


derson would comment on whether 
their relationship with Dangerously had 
changed. Hayes, too, was silent. It is 
clear, though, that The Dangerous 
Alliance is in flux. But don’t tell that 
to Dangerously. 

‘If there are any changes on the 
horizon, you'll find out about them 
when /’m ready to inform you," said 
the controversial manager. ‘‘! can tell 
you this, that no matter what goes 
down, the Alliance will emerge stronger 
than ever.” 

Tommy Rich has been both loved 


and hated in the USWA, so no one 
really should have been surprised by 
his latest turn against his friends, 
which occurred in Memphis on August 
17. 

First, during a tag team match pit- 
ting Rich, Bill Dundee, and The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express against Ed- 
die and Doug Gilbert, Brian Chris- 
topher, and Buddy Landell, Rich 
hit Rick Morton with a chain. Then, 
after Eddie Gilbert pinned Morton, 
Rich denied he had ever struck his 
partner. 

Later, in the $10,000 Elvis 
Presley tribute tag team battle royal, 
Rich teamed with Dundee, but hardly 
helped him. Moments after they and 
The Moondogs became the last two 
teams in the ring, Rich eliminated 
himself to give the victory to the ’Dogs, 
then joined them in beating on 
Dundee. 

“Hey, | don’t owe Dundee, Morton, 
or any of them a damn thing!” Rich 
shouted. ‘| owe these fans even less! | 


TOMMY RICH 


came back here for one reason: to win 
some titles. |’ll do whatever is neces- 
sary to get there.’’ 

That same night, Lawler and Jarrett 
recaptured the USWA tag team belts 
from The Moondogs. Had they lost, 
Lawler would have lost his hair. 

Former WWF World tag team cham- 
pion Nikolai Volkoff has been named 
to the Wrestling Independent Network 
championship and competition com- 
mittee. Volkoff will also serve as a 
special referee for important matches. 
The WIN has a new champion in A.C. 
Golden. On August 16 in Baltimore, 
he defeated Max Thrasher in a tour- 
nament final to capture the belt. On 
that same night in WIN, Sledgeham- 
mer McGill was fined $500 for strik- 
ing a referee. 


JOHNNY HOT BODY 

ECW President Tod Gordon is one 
federation official who is determined to 
give the fans what they want. On Au- 
gust 12 in Philadelphia, Johnny Hot 
Body squared off against Larry Win- 
ters to determine the first ECW TV 
champion. After Winters was disquali- 
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fied for striking referee John 
Finnegan, Gordon ordered the match 
restarted, ruling that there had to be a 
winner. 

Hot Body went on to score the pin 
by using outside interference, but at 
least the fans saw someone win that 
night, rather than see the match re- 
scheduled. As for Hot Body, his joy 
was dampened by the fact that he in- 
jured tendons in his left knee during 
the bout. He was expected to be out of 
action for several weeks. 

Fans in Puerto Rico’s WWC are 
cheering Abdullah the Butcher as 
he battles newly crowned Universal 
champion Invader |. \t’s odd in a 


~ ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


way, because when Invader won the 
title from Carlos Colon, he was 
cheered. But it’s in Abdullah's nature 
to do something so despicable the peo- 
ple will soon be against him again. 
Congratulations to Dave Brown, 
who is celebrating his 25th anniversary 
as a USWA broadcaster. On a recent 
USWA TV program, matchmaker Ed- 
die Marlin presented Brown with a 
gold watch ... The tag team of Ron 


BLACK BART 


Starr and Doug Masters has left the 
WWC, as has Black Bart. 

Will USWA star Jeff Jarrett’s chal- 
lenge to WWF Intercontinental champi- 
on Bret Hart spur other interfedera- 
tional challenges? If it does, that can 
only be good news for the sport. When 
the organizations recognize each other, 
everyone wins: the fans, the wrestlers, 
and the promoters. 

There was a time when the WWF 
and NWA World champions frequently 
engaged in title vs. title bouts. Imagine 
the excitement of _ title-unification 
matches on a regular basis! 

That's all for now. See you at the 
matches! 0 


AX PAPER AND styrofoam are 

part of this nutritious breakfast. 
As the Metroliner rolls along the rails, | 
am biting into a lacquered danish and 
sipping see-through coffee. The two 
form a low-grade wallpaper paste in my 
mouth. All aboard, America. All 
aboard Amtrak. 

The month of July is over, and so is 
my suspension for abusing my company 
expense account. Associate Publisher 
Stu Saks has relented, allowing me to 
travel via planes, trains, and automo- 
biles. However, I must provide receipts 
for every purchase. 

This morning at 30th Street Station in 

“Philadelphia, I purchased a ticket to 
Baltimore and requested a receipt. I bought the Sunday 
Inquirer and asked for a receipt. I gave a homeless person 
a quarter and asked him for a receipt. He swore at me. 

If tonight’s card in Baltimore is anything like the previ- 
ous night’s card in Philadelphia, this will almost be a 
good weekend. The Civic Center crowd saw the return to 
the ring of Madusa, who pinned Heidi Lee Morgan, a 
fine wrestler who had compiled a long winning streak 
within the independent ranks. 

Although she hadn’t wrestled competitively in six 
months, Madusa showed no ring rust and destroyed Mor- 
gan. So before you belittle this achievement, consider this: 
If Sid Justice returned from a six-month absence and 
pinned Crush, it would be on the cover of this magazine. 

The Metroliner arrives at Baltimore’s Pennsylvania Sta- 
tion. I hail a cab and request to be taken to the Arena. 
Unlike New York, the taxi drivers in other cities speak 
English and do not drive like Dale Earnhardt. Upon 
arriving at my destination, I pay the driver and ask him 
for a receipt. He swears at me in English. 

Tonight’s card promises a title match between World 
champion Big Van Vader and Sting. The last time I saw 
Sting, he was laying motionless on the canvas, a victim of 
Vader’s power bomb and about to become ex-champion. 

That image recalled an evening during my tenure at 
The Associated Press, when Mike Tyson needed just 91 
seconds to demolish Michael Spinks. As the referee 
launched into his 10-count, boxing writer Ed Schuyler 
barked instructions into his phone at ringside in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. ‘“‘Get ready with the lead,” Schuyler 
told the rewrite desk in New York. ‘‘He ain’t gettin’ up.” 

Sting got up that night, but only with the help of a 
handful of fan favorites. On this night in Baltimore, Sting 
did not get up. His evening began at the broadcast table 
and ended in the hospital. 

Now pay attention, because there will be a short quiz 
later in the column. During a U.S. title match, Nikita 
Koloff ducked a clothesline from Rick Rude, who instead 
clobbered referee Randy Anderson. Cactus Jack then at- 
tacked Koloff with a chair. Sting raced to the ring to help 
Koloff. It was an impromptu War Games. 

Then Jake ‘‘The Snake’’ Roberts entered the ring. 

The last time we saw Roberts, he was wrestling for the 
rival initials. It was at WrestleMania VIII in early-April 
and The Undertaker was using Roberts’ head to try to 
break ground for a new Hoosier Dome floor. After re- 
ceiving a series of tombstone piledrivers, Roberts could be 
excused for wandering into a strange federation. 

But Roberts was not lost. He knew exactly where he 
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ON THE 
ROAD 


with 


CHRIS BERNUCCA 


was going. He went right after Sting and 
delivered two of his infamous DDTs, 
slamming Sting onto the chair and 
knocking him unconscious. Roberts was 
about to release his poisonous pet snake 
from its bag when an armada of fan fa- 
vorites bum-rushed the ring. 
With Sting en route to the hospital, 
WCW Vice President Bill Watts held a 
lottery to determine Vader’s opponent, 
despite the protests of manager Harley 
Race. Ron Simmons won the lottery, 
the match, and the World title. 
Big deal. Simmons never would have 
gotten a shot at the title without the ac- 
tions of Roberts, who made his mark on 
WCW before he even signed a con- 
tract to wrestle. In a matter of seconds, Roberts pulled 
off the nearly impossible feat of antagonizing both WCW 
fan favorites and rulebreakers. 

While in the WWF, Roberts turned his reptile loose on 
The Ultimate Warrior and Randy Savage. He threatened 
to hit Elizabeth with a chair, an act that converted The 
Undertaker into a fan favorite. Prior to his departure, he 
couldn’t even find a tag team partner. 

Roberts was not one of the WWF’s “‘macabre car- 
toon” characters once referred to by Watts. He didn’t 
dress like a prison guard or a bullfighter. He didn’t 
worship a smouldering skull or a cremation urn. He 
didn’t carry a briefcase or a perfume dispenser. All he did 
was wreak havoc with his skills and his snake. And based 
on his behavior in Baltimore, the only thing that Roberts 
has changed is federations. 


Jake “‘The Snake’’ Roberts 


Jake Roberts once was a headache for Jack Tunney. 
That headache now belongs to Bill Watts. If Watts wants 
to give WCW its own distinct identity, he must immedi- 
ately forbid Roberts from bringing his snake to ringside. 

Watts showed that he could think on his feet when he 
organized the championship lottery on a moment’s notice. 
He has to act quickly regarding Jake Roberts, before his 
federation resembles the San Diego Zoo. 


Or worse, the WWE. oO 
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Rosenbaum 


’M SICK. THERE is now posi- 

tive proof that for every action 
there is an equal and opposite re- 
action. The wonderful news that 
The Honky Tonk Man is rescaling 
the heights to the top of the wres- 
tling world is, unfortunately, terri- 
bly offset by the reunion of The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express. 

First things first: | have nothing 
at all against Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson as wrestlers. Mor- 
ton and Gibson are very good 
wrestlers. 

As people, they're sickening. 

Number two: My main problem 
has never been with the Rock ’n’ 
Rolls. It’s been with the fans who 
embrace their party-all-night men- 
tality with the verve of a fat man 
at Sizzler’s all-you-can-eat buffet 
bar. 

Maybe I’ve told this story once 
before, but I'll never forget a night 
six years ago at the Philadelphia 
Civic Center. The Rock ’n’ Rolls 
won the NWA World tag team title 
that night and the crowd went ab- 
solutely wild. | turned to a friend 
and shook my head. | looked be- 
hind me and saw a young couple, 
obviously fans of the Rock ‘n’ 
Rolls by the way they were 
dressed, embracing and kissing 
passionately to celebrate the vic- 
tory by their heroes. 

Now, | have no problem with 
rooting for your favorite team or 
wrestler, but having that reaction 
to a win seems a bit strange to 
me. | came to the conclusion right 
there that fans of the Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express have absolutely no 
capacity for putting things into 
perspective. 

I'm beginning to sound like Ed- 
die Ellner. 

Okay, that’s another thing. My 
views of wrestling are pretty main- 

(Continued on page 56) 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Who did Rick Martel defeat to win the AWA 
World title (1984)? 

1) Jumbo Tsuruta 

2) Ivan Koloff 

3) Stan Hansen 

4) Larry Zbyszko 

Which of these wrestlers was not in 
Bodyslam? 

1) Roddy Piper 

2) Barbarian 

3) Warlord 

True or False: Ted DiBiase’s parents were 
both professional wrestlers. 

: oe Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 
Which of the following wrestlers did not at- questions corr ectly and you can 
tend West Texas State University? 

1) Tito Santana 


2) Wahoo McDaniel 
3) Barry Windham 
4) Dusty Rhodes 


What 21-year-old was the youngest man 


ever to hold the NWA World title? 
1) Tommy Rich 

2) Kerry Von Erich 

3) Lou Thesz 

4) Dory Funk Jr. 


How did you do? 


If you're up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
to ee call now and go for the $500 Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 
Ug . 


CALL NOW 


1-900-288-7526 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


For This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations: Call as often as you like. The contest runs March 19, 1992, through March 18, 1993. There is no age restriction to participate. Kids, get your 
parents’ permission before calling. The charge for each call is $1.49 per minute. This contest is sponsored by G.C. London Publishing Associates in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine. No purchase necessary to participate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second-chance drawing. The odds of 
winning are dependent on the number of entries. The contest is subject to the complete official rules. A list of winners, complete rules, and mail-in entries are available by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333-9998. To win, answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the 
monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. The cover price value of a one-year subscription to 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101.40. 


By Eddie Ellner 


[The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider’ are those of Ed- 
die Ellner alone, and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions 
of anyone else on the staff of 
this magazine.] 


WROTE A_ column two 
months ago that began this 
way: “‘It’s rare that a single feder- 
ation can rightfully claim for its 
champions full scholarships into 
the Hall of Fame. Yet, in today’s 
WCW, three men hold belts con- 
currently, and all three are primed 
and ready for graduation into that 
sacred shrine. All three bear the 
scars and virtues of sacrifice and 
study; all three shall do the institu- 
tion proud.” 

That column won’t ever be pub- 
lished—and not because of its in- 
sufferably pompous tone. The 
three men of whose accomplish- 
ments | proceeded to describe 
and extol no longer possess their 
championship gold. All three have 
fallen with a thud from the ranks 
of immortals, their tickets to eter- 
nal fame stamped “‘fraud.” 

Can these men—I speak, of 
course, of Sting and Rick and 
Scott Steiner—hope to redeem 
themselves and their value? Can 
they one day hop back on board 
the express train to immortality? 

In a word, yes. It will take some 
time, though. Immediate victories 
will be regarded with suspicion. 
Real champions must sustain 
themselves at the top, where the 
air is scarce and the perch pre- 
carious. But give them a few 
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Sting's claim to wrestling immortality may have been voided by losing the World title to Big 


Van Vader. The “Stinger” may be champion again, but he has not sustained greatness. 


more good years and a half-dozen 
title belts, and you can be certain 
that talk of their everlasting great- 
ness will be renewed. It’s the way 
things work around here. 

Take this Backlund fellow, for 
example. | mean, does anyone re- 
member what the guy even looks 
like? Can you hear his voice? Do 


you recall his words or his battle 
cry? Me neither. Yet, Bob Back- 
lund, dalmation-faced and whiny- 
voiced though he was, carried the 
WWF crown for six years. Six 
years! Longer than Pedro Mo- 
rales, Superstar Graham, The Ulti- 
mate Warrior, Randy Savage ... 

(Continued on page 60) 
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Nikita Koloff had a flashback to his days in Lithuania 
when Madusa (inset), disguised as a security guard, 
came to ringside and kicked him during a match. 


T HAS BEEN more than 25 

years, but childhood images of 
Soviet police brutality remain vivid 
in Nikita Koloff's memory. 

“Il can recall clearly men com- 
ing to our home and rousting my 
father and uncles,” the Lithuanian 
remembers. “There was a neigh- 
bor of ours who was very active in 
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the anti-communist movement, 
and until he was caught, .every- 
one in the town was considered 
an accomplice. My uncles would 
return home with welts and 
bruises. They were big, brave 
men—bigger than me—but they 
never said a word about it, even 
to their wives.” 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


EN 


The experiences, repeated with 
chilling regularity throughout Ko- 
loffs younger years, engendered 
a fear and distrust of uniforms. It 
was a fear that the strapping 
wrestler brought with him to 
America. 

“My third week in the United 
States, a security guard would not 
let me into the arena because | 
lacked proper identification,’ he 
recalls. “! did not know then that 
this man had no real power. All | 
saw was his uniform.” 

Rather than cause a scene, Ko- 
loff left the arena and missed his 
match. Though he can laugh 
about such incidents now (Koloff 
is an honorary member of his 
town’s local police force and even 
owns his own uniform), it was no 
laughing matter last month in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, when a 
security guard stormed the ring 
during his match against Rick 
Rude and kicked the unsuspect- 
ing Koloff in the head. 

“The action was very intense 
against Rude,” Koloff says, ‘“‘and 
in matches like that, my mind and 
thoughts jump very quickly. | re- 
member seeing a flash of blue, 
then everything went blank. | lost 
consciousness for a few seconds, 
and during that time thought | 
was back in the Soviet Union. It 
was very, very strange.” 

Even stranger was the truth 
that slowly emerged from the au- 
ditorium: That was no cop—it was 
Madusa in uniform drag. With her 
hair up, Madusa’s impersonation 
fooled everyone, especially Koloff. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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May 1980/Koloff-Ole, Brody, Funks, Andre, Gra- 
ham, Femandez. 
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Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog, 

November 19681/Rhodes-DiBlase, Steamboat, 
Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 


December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, Mascaras, 
Youngblood, World Class. 


Bockiund, Ravulous Ones Bie Weeding 


USA, Valentina, 

ham, Hemandez & 
Nicola , Bruno Jr., Steamboat, Warriors. 
April 1985/Von | Erich-Blackwell, Haynes-Barr, 


BOLDFACE. ] 


August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong-Flair, Ho- 
gan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 


September 1987, 1, on r-Nikita, 
Summer Feuds, rely hone a3 ‘ 


November 1987/Bash, ay Tonk, Hart, 
Ghouls, Hogan-An- 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
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May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Superstar, Dillon, 

Wrestling 11. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy Snuka, Wres- 

Uers rate each other. 

ily 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, Rhodes. 
‘atera, 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Siater, Rhodes, 

Valentine, Bockwinkel. 

October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, Kabuki, 

Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, Von 

Mascaras, 


Erich, 
December 1 , Rhodes-Fiair, 
Albano, Humperdink, 


Jan 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valentine, Patera, 
Brisco, inkel. 
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Patera, Spoiler. 


March 1963/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sullivan, Steam- 
boat, Patera. 


May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, Reed, Brisco, 
Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patterson, Brody, 
Sullivan, Baba, 

J back bel AB wll eh Martel, Heman- 
rae) Murdoch, Armstrong. 

October 1983/Martel-Vaientine, Mulligan, 
Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 


June 1985/Pro Wreating U.S.A, Von Erich, Rich- 

ter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, bloodiest 

matches, Backlund, Snuka, 

August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorft, Slaughter, Pa- 

rade of Champions II. 

September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, Orndorif, 

Sawyer, Kamala, Barr, 

October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, Savage, 

Adams, T.A., Warriors: 

November 1985/Freebirds-Wartors, Mid-South, 
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Haynes, Rhodes, 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Martol, Mur- 
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WHER 


ARE 
THEY NOW? 


Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month we 
will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 
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"PROFILE 


IG VAN VADER is as versatile as 

he is massive (“I’m a complete 
athlete’) ... Enjoyed an outstanding 
football career at the University of 
Colorado, winning all-American honors 
at the offensive guard and center posi- 
tions (“Imagine getting pancaked by 
me”)... Played for the NFL’s Los An- 
geles Rams from 1977-81 ... Was a 
sparring partner for former WBA 
heavyweight boxing champion Mike 
Weaver (“I could’ve been champion 
myself if ’'d wanted to”) ... In 1985, 
began training for pro wrestling with 
Brad Rheingans (“He’s the best out 
there”) ... Made his debut in the 
AWA, where he became known as the 
“Baby Bull” ... Feuded violently with 
Bruiser Brody after Brody broke his 
leg with a chair (“Man, that guy was a 
wildman. Taught me what I had to do 
to survive in this sport’) ... In 1986, 
toured Europe with the Catch Wres- 
tling Association ... Became the first 
American to win the CWA heavy- 
weight title when he defeated Otto 
Wanz in Denver in 1986 (“1 kicked his 
German butt all over the Rockies!” 
... Won the belt from Wanz again in 
1989, this time in Europe ... Defeated 
Shinya Hashimoto to win the vacant 
IWGP championship at a_ special 
Japan/USSR/USA tournament in Tokyo 
on April 24, 1989 (“That began my 
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“Van Vader won his first American title when he beat Sting for the WCW World belt. 


Vader, a former All-American offensive lineman, has won titles on three continents. 


domination of Japan’) ... Began wear- 
ing a mask that partially covered his 
face and sporting a grotesque metal 
head covering that spouted smoke on 
command (“The tools of intimidation”) 
... At one time, held major heavy- 
weight titles on three continents: the 
IWGP in Japan, UWA in Mexico, and 
CWA in Germany (“That makes me a 
true world champion!’) ... Feuded 


with Stan Hansen in Japan; they ... 


fought at WCW’s Wrestle War 91 


(‘Talk about a tough customer; that 


cowboy is lethal!) ... Became a 
three-time IWGP champion when he 
defeated Tatsumi Fujinami on January 
17, 1991, in Yokohama, Japan ... 
When he returned to WCW, Harley 
Race became his manager (“The man 
knows more about wrestling than any- 


one alive”) ... Teamed with Bam Bam 
Bigelow to capture the IWGP Interna- 
tional tag title from The Great Muta 
and Hiroshi Hase on March 1 in Yoko- 
hama ... Began feuding with WCW 
World champion Sting (“1 knew win- 
ning that belt would be a cinch”) ... 
On April 12, 1992, in Atlanta, gave 
Sting two cracked ribs and a bruised 
spleen (“The pain game had begun”) 
Convincingly captured the title 
from Sting at The Great American 
Bash in Albany, Georgia, on July 12 
(“Sting finally learned his lesson!’”) ... 
Was champion for only three weeks; 
Ron Simmons defeated him in Balti- 
more on August 2 (“He didn’t deserve 
that match, but I’m not complaining. | 
intend to get rematches and reclaim 
what is rightfully mine!’ 0 
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CAPSULE PROFILE PINUP 


T.V. SPORTS VIDEO PRESENTS HOT DEALS ON WRESTLING VIDEOS! 


WARLORDS OF THE RING MASTERS OF MAYHEM CLASH OF THE CHAMPIONS: 
Randy “Macho Man” Savage is locked in a cage of no World Championship Wrestling includes outrageous, Volume 4 

escape with Ronnie Garvin for an unbelievable fight! out-of-control headslamming action. You'll see Randy The “Season's Beatings” broadcast! You'll see: Steve 
Nicolai Volkoff takes on King Kong Brody in and out of Savage, Jerry Lawler, Rick Rude, The Road Warriors, Williams vs. The Italian Stallion; lvan Koloff (with one 
the ring. Angelo Poffo manhandles Tony Fable in an Dutch Mantel, Dirty White Boys, The Interns, Junkyard hand tied behind his back) vs. Paul Jones; U.S.Tag Team 
unforgettable match of wrestling know-how and power. Dog, midgets and much more! Title Match: The Fantastics vs. “Hot Stuff” Eddie Gilbert 
Also: Pez Whatley vs. Chief Don Eagle; Iron Mike Sharpe, #269/ 90 min/ $14.95 and Ron Simmons and much more! 

The Stallion and more! #270/ 90 min/ $14.95 #162/90 min/ $29.95 
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STARRCADE ’86: The Sky GREAT AMERICAN BASH ’86 SUPERCLASH 85 - ROUND 1: 
Walkers LIMITED SUPPLY!! Dusty Rhodes vs. RicFlairinasteel) Monsters Of The Mat Vol. 3 
From The Omni in Atlanta and the Greensboro (N.C.) cage, The Road Warriors vs. The Russians, Baby Doll, RARE!! Featuring: The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous 
Coliseum. Highlights include: NWA champ Ric Flair vs Dusty Rhodes & Magnum TA vs. Jim Cornette, The Freebirds for the AWA World Tag Team Championship, 
Nikita Koloff; Road Warriors vs. Midnights ona scaffold; Midnight Express and Big Bubba and much more Also Little Tokyo vs. Little Mr. T for Midget's World 
“First Blood” match: Rhodes vs. Blanchard; Ron Garvin #131 /90 min/ $29.95 Championship; Crusher Blackwell vs. The Ugandan Gi- 
vs. Big Bubba; Rock ‘n’ Rolls vs. Andersons in a cage; ant ina Bodyslam Match. #158 / 60min/ $24.95 
Jones vs. Valiant —hair vs. hair! GREAT AMERICAN BASH ’87 
#136/90min/$29.95 Featuring: Paul Ellering, The Road Warriors, Dusty  SUPERCLASH 85 - ROUND 2: 
Rhodss and Nikita Koloff battle the FourHorsemenand Monsters Of The Mat Vol. 4 
STARRCADE’87: Chi-Town Heat _ J.J. Dillon. Ten men locked in combat in a steel cage! RARE! Featuring: Boris Zukhov vs Sergeant Slaughter; 
Dusty Rhodes vs. Lex Luger for the U.S, Heavyweight Nikita Koloff vs. Lex Luger; Ric Flair vs. Jimmy Garvin; Mexican Heavyweight Championship: Mil Mascaras vs 
Championship. Ric Flair vs. Ronnie Garvin for the World Steve Williams, The Freebirds, The Rock'n Roll Express, Buddy Roberts; Tenryu, Baba, Tsuruta, vs. Harley Race 
Heavyweight Championship. The Road Warriors against The Midnight Express with Jim Cornette and more! and Long Riders; Kerry Von Erich vs. Jimmy Garvin with 
Arn Anderson and Tully Blanchard. Also Nikita Koloffvs. #295 / 125 min/ $29.95 Valet Precious, #159 / 60min / $24.95 
Terry Taylor and much, much more! 
#296/126min/$29.95 GREAT AMERICAN BASH ’88 SUPERCLASH 85 - ROUND 3: 
The Price for Freedom Monsters of The Mat Vol. 5 
STARRCADE ’88: True Grit The controversial Bash tourheats up with RicFlair&Lex  RARE!! Featuring: Steve Regal vs. Brad Rheingans; 
The sixth annual Starrcade event and the first under the Luger in Baltimore. Also Rhodes vs. Windham for US. Sherri Martel vs. Candi Devine; Hennig, Hall, Gagne vs, 
Turner banner! At the Scope in Virginia. Highlights title; triple cage “Tower of Doom” featuring Russian Zbyszko, Stevens, Bockwinkle; Rick Martel vs. Stan 
include: Lex Luger's challenge of Ric Flair; Road War- Assassin |, Ivan Koloff, Perez, Rotundo, & Sullivan vs Hansen! #160 / 60 min/ $24.95 
riorsvs. Sting & Rhodes; Windham vs. Bigelow; Rotundo Road Warriors, Garvins & Williams; Fantastics vs. Mid- 
vs. Rick Steiner, Midnights vs. Midnights and more! nights; Blanchard & Anderson vs. Nikita Koloff & Sting. THE DANGER ZONE © 
#137 / 125 min/ $29.95 #132 / 126 min/ $29.95 Hosted by Magnum T.A. & Missy Hyatt, this treasure 
trove of wrestling gems captures some of the most 


= 1 painful positions in the history of the sport! Features 
For a TED Te ONLY - ORDER NOW ews “Fonarvn and many, many mae 38/ 18.95 


Remit to & make checks payable to: TV Sports Video, Inc. PO Box 1003, Darien, CT 06820-1003 


Name: Quantity Item Price 


Address: 


City/State/Zip: 


Method of payment: QCheck )lMoney Order OM/C (Visa 


Card # = Subtotal _ 
Sales Tax: 
Expiration Date /_ Postage & Handling charges (CT add 6%, NY add 8.5%) 
1 tape $4.00 
Signature___ 2-4 tapes $6.00 postage/handling _ 
For our foriegn customers: Include an additional $6.00 for 5 or more tapes $10.00 


€ach tape to be shipped abroad. No PAL, only NTSC format. TOTAL 
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NEWS FROM Tht 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited 
with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your 
name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve the quality of 
wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 

Send your reports to: Correspondent Editor, Box 48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571 


EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ 
By John Buis 


PAPA SHANGO 
Vs. 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


The Warrior stormed the ring, tearing 
into Shango, then clotheslining him over 
the top rope. Warrior followed by throw- 
ing him into the ringsteps and ringpost. 


Back in the ring, Warrior blasted 
Shango: with an axhandle off the top 
rope. The voodoo practitioner fought 
back, stopping Warrior with nerveholds 
and knees to the midsection. He nearly 
scored the pin with a reverse back- 
breaker. Warrior won out in the end, 
pinning Shango following a clothesline 
and a big splash. 

OTHER BOUTS: Intercontinental cham- 
pion Bret Hart pinned Shawn Michaels 
....Big Bossman beat Nailz by disquali- 
fication ... The Legion of Doom & Paul 
Ellering beat The Beverly Brothers & 
“Genius” Lanny Poffo ... The Mountie 
defeated Sgt. Slaughter by countout ... 
Tito Santana pinned Skinner. 
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BINGHAMTON, NY 
By Dave Szymanak 


BRET HART 
vs. 
DAVEY BOY SMITH 


This was a-classic scientific match. 
Smith began with a test of strength, 
then he used slams and suplexes to 
score several two-counts on the Inter- 
continental champion. “The Hitman” 
rallied, blasting Davey Boy with a pow- 
erful punch to the nose that caused 
Smith to bleed. This enabled Hart to pin 
Davey Boy with a reverse sunset flip. 
After the match, both men displayed 
characteristic sportsmanship, shaking 
hands just before they departed the 
ring. 

OTHER BOUTS: The Beverly Brothers 
beat The Natural Disasters by countout 
... High Energy beat Money Inc. by 
disqualification The Undertaker 
pinned The Mountie ... The Ultimate 
Warrior pinned Papa Shango ... World 
champion Randy Savage beat Ric Flair 
by disqualification. 


RICHMOND, VA 
By Robert Shook 


ARN ANDERSON 
Vs. 
MARCUS BAGWELL 


This bout featured the veteran smarts of 
Anderson against the youth and enthusi- 
asm of WCW rookie Bagwell. As it 
turned out, Arn controlled the bout. His 
experience was simply too much for 
Bagwell to handle. The youngster sur- 
prised Anderson a few times, but could 
never string together a series of moves. 
Anderson threw Bagwell into the ropes 
and pinned him following a devastating 
“gourdbuster.” 

OTHER BOUTS: Rick Steamboat 
pinned Cactus Jack ... Barry Windham 
beat Steve Austin ... Sting & Nikita 
Koloff defeated Rick Rude & Big Van 
Vader ... Ron Simmons defeated Su- 
per Invader ... Steve Williams & Terry 
Gordy beat Rick & Scott Steiner by 
disqualification. 


WRESTLING 


KANSAS CITY, MO 
By Kent Morrow 


BOBBY EATON 
VS. 
LARRY ZBYSZKO 


From the intensity of this battle, one 
would never know these men were 
once allies in The Dangerous Alliance. 
Paul E. Dangerously was in ‘‘Beautiful’’ 
Bobby’s corner, rooting him on against 
the man he despises. Because these 
two former teammates know each other 
so well, the contest was very evenly 
contested. Eaton, the beneficiary of 
some timely interference by Paul E., 
scored the pin. 

OTHER BOUTS: World tag team cham- 
pions Terry Gordy & Steve Williams 
beat Rick & Scott Steiner ... Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell & Tom Zenk defeat- 
ed The Freebirds ... Rick Steamboat 
pinned Cactus Jack ... TV champion 
Steve Austin pinned Barry Windham .. . 
Dustin Rhodes & Ron Simmons beat 
Rick Rude & Super Invader. 


CAPITALS 


TELL CITY, IN 
By Bill Davis 


EDDIE GILBERT 
Vs. 
RICK MORTON 


Pats) & 

Gilbert's USWA title was on the line 
against the man who recently decided 
to re-form The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
with Robert Gibson. “Hot Stuff” tried to 
bully Morton at the outset, taunting him 
with vicious insults. Morton shot back 
with a few choice words of his own. 
What started as a wrestling match 
quickly turned into a brawl, with more 
kicks and punches than slams and 
suplexes. The fighting got so hot that 
both men got themselves disqualified. 
OTHER BOUTS: Billy Travis defeated 
Mike Miller ... The Hornet beat Richard 
Lee ... Miss Texas beat Lauren Daven- 
port & Candi Cane in a “tough gal” 
contest ... The Moondogs defeated Bil- 
ly Travis & Jeff Jarrett. 


DALLAS, TX 
By Fred Lane 


JOHN TATUM 
vs. 
SKIP YOUNG 
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Tatum came into this contest full of arro- 
gance, and accompanied by his new 
manager, Gary Hart. Young, on the 
contrary, displayed a quiet confidence. 
Tatum attempted to use his size advan- 
tage to push Young around, but Skip’s 
superior ring skills put him in great posi- 
tion for the win. However, Hart got in- 
volved and changed everything. The 
manager smacked Young with a loaded 
towel, allowing Tatum to score the pin. 
OTHER BOUTS: Alex Porteau defeated 
Terry Simms ... Manuel Villalobos beat 
Mike Davis by countout ... Rod Price 
beat Scott Putski by disqualification . .. 
“Rattlesnake” Jeff Raitz pinned Brian 
King Shawn Summers defeated 
Chaz ... The Ebony Experience beat 
Mike Davis & Jimmy James by 
countout. 


MEMPHIS, TN: I’m shocked. The moment I heard 
the news that Jeff Jarrett planned to attend a WWF card, 
I knew there was only one place to be on August 9, 1992. 
To tell you the truth, the whole idea seemed like a 
longshot. Jarrett figured to be ignored or at least over- 
looked as another loudmouth at ringside who had too 
much to drink. Heck, there’re enough of those around. 
Maybe yours truly would’ve turned out like one if not for 
this business. Anyway, the miracle happened, and even 
Intercontinental champion Bret Hart didn’t ignore Jarrett. 
Maybe it was because he knew who Jarrett was from 
watching the USWA on TV, Despite its global spread and 
the hundreds of professional wrestlers who work in the 
U.S., the wrestling community is pretty tight-knit. Well, 
Jarrett challenged Hart, and Hart accepted. The WWF is 
scheduled to return to Memphis in October, and you can 
bet The Pyramid will be packed for the rarest of the rare, 
an interfederation match involving the WWF. Hard to 
believe. Of course, there are questions to be asked. Why 
did Jarrett make the move and challenge Hart on behalf 
of the USWA when Eddie Gilbert is the champion and 
Jerry Lawler is the federation’s most famous wrestler? 
Heck, Lawler-Hart or Lawler-Savage would have been 
something for the pay-per-view numerologists (who are 
still scratching their heads from the Olympics Triplecast 
fiasco; good idea, guys). At this writing, Jarrett is ranked 
number four in the USWA, while Hart is number four in 
the world. Seems like a serious mismatch to me. Jarrett 
will get by early on emotion and the fans, but Hart’s too 
much for him. Prediction: Hart by pinfall in less than 10 
minutes. Of course, don’t be surprised if several USWA 
mooks try to make names for themselves and interfere in 
the match. Yes, I’m talking about Gilbert. 


JOHNSON CITY, TN: Okay, so Johnson City wasn’t 
exactly the place to be on August 8, but at least I was in 
striking range of Memphis for the Jarrett-Hart tilt. 
There’s plenty of news happening in the independent fed- 
erations these days and some of the biggest news—espe- 
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RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
cially for those of you who used to be teeny-boppers—is 
the reunion of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson are back together again, capitalizing 
on nostalgia and people’s emotions. Tonight I’m seeing 
far too many 21-year-old broads with tie-dyed headbands 
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RON SIMMONS 


and tie-dyed who knows what else. Morton and Gibson 
defeated Robert Fuller and Jimmy Golden tonight, which 
is a nice win, but the teams they really need to beat are 
the teams I don’t think they can beat: Smoky Mountain 
champs The Fantastics, and, in the USWA, Eddie Gilbert 
and Doug Gilbert. Maybe I’m bitter, because I was never 
very fond of this team (or that loud rock ’n’ roll music, 
for that matter), but I think this is a pretty realistic view 
of the situation. Take it from one who’s seen it all. 


BALTIMORE: One comment and one comment only 
on Ron Simmons’ victory over Big Van Vader for the 
WCW World title: Harley Race was right to complain. 
The fact that Vader kept silent doesn’t mean he agreed 
with what happened. He just knew the tides had turned 
against him and the WCW powers-that-be were out for 
blood. Vader’s title match that night should have been 
cancelled. Simmons is a fraudulent champion, but it’s not 


his fault either. Only a complete idiot would turn down a 
world title shot. 


RONCERVERTE, WV: News item from the Water 
Park: Italian Stallion won a 10-man battle royal during 
which the other nine men had to be dumped into a 
nearby river to be eliminated. I’ve heard of toxic dump- 
ing, but this took it a little too far. I’ve always heard of 
wrestling, and this wasn’t it. Whoever came up with this 
idea should be bound, gagged, and thrown into a nearby 
river. That would eliminate such stupid and sport-damag- 
ing ideas from ever surfacing again. It is absolutely mind- 
boggling to see how little faith promoters these days have 
in the sport itself: four corners, a mat, three ropes, and 
two or four men fighting for their lives using only their 
bodies and minds. Since when is swimming a necessary 
skill for wrestling? Since some promoter decided he had 
to find a way to sell tickets, that’s when. Oo 
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STOP WHINING 


The WWF started Ric Flair yapping when it 
awarded the SummerSlam '92 World title 
shot to The Ultimate Warrior and not Flair. 
Flair hasn’t shut up since 


By Kostya Kennedy 


HAT SEEMED LIKE a major slight at the time turned out 

to be not much of a big deal at all. Unless you're Ric 
Flair. It has since been proven to everyone that the WWF 
made a rare good decision. To everyone but Ric Flair. 

In the weeks approaching SummerSlam ’92, wrestling fans 
eagerly anticipated the main event between WWF World cham- 
pion Randy Savage and former champ The Ultimate Warrior. 
® Ric Flair anticipated nothing. 

In fact, while manager Curt Hennig played every single one 
of his.¢ards and negotiated a management deal with both 
Savage and Warrior while still under contract to Flair, the entire 
world expressed its outrage. Then we all realized he couldn't 
be blamed. 

The fault really belonged to Ric Flair. 

The seven-time former NWA/WCW World champion and for- 
mer WWE World champion has acted with anything but the 
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Since losing the WWF World title to Randy Savage at WrestleMania VIII 
(left), Ric Flair has done a lot more complaining than winning. 


AND START WINNING: 


Flair is upset about 
not receiving the 
SummerSlam title 
match, but Savage 
has finished on top 
in most of their 
matches (above). 
The ‘‘Nature Boy,” 
who once backed 
his words better 
than anyone in the 
sport, has been all 
talk and no action. 


Flair has shown flashes in his bouts with 
Savage (above), but he hasn’t gotten it all 
together in any one championship match. 


proper decorum since entering 
the WWF last year. When he was 
passed over for the main event 
spot at SummerSlam ’92, the 
wrestling world quickly found out 
Flair’s greatest skill is whining, not 
winning. 

“The guy just never shuts up,” 
said a WWF rulebreaker who re- 
quested anonymity. “He acts like 
he’s the only one who’s ever 
been passed over for a title shot. 
Heck, there are at least 10 guys 
in this room that have been wait- 
ing for shots but never get them. 
Flair’s had a ton.” 

That’s right. Although the WWF 
passed over Flair for 
SummerSlam ’92, it made a ma- 
jor—but laudable—gamble by 
granting Flair numerous shots at 
Savage leading up to the big 
event. 

Flair, however, hasn’t shut his 
mouth since June. 

And he hasn’t won too many 
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matches, either. 

“Savage has absolutely domi- 
nated Flair,” WWF expert Thom- 
as Pilliard said. ‘Most of their 
matches are ending with Savage 
pinning Flair, so it’s not like 
there’s any doubt about the re- 
sults. | don’t think people 
would’ve been too excited by a 
Flair-Savage SummerSlam match. 
It wouldn’t have been special at 
all. 

“The danger to Flair now is that 
he’ll never get any more shots at 
Savage or the next champion,” 
Pilliard continued. “He hasn’t per- 
formed well in the ring and he’s 
alienated so many people. Believe 
me, the WWF _ Championship 
Board is a little upset with Flair. 
They think they’ve treated him 
fairly and they have.” 

(Continued on page 62) 


The ‘Macho Man” has deftly avoided being 
pinned by Flair (below), who has often used 
foreign objects such as brass knuckles. 


TV. Sports Video Presents: 


Us 


BEST OF THE 
STARRCADES: 
1983-1987 


LIMITED SUPPLY!! Starrcade was born 
in 1983. It has become the Super Bowl 
of professional wrestling. This collector's 
edition takes you through five years of 
Starrcade history with Magnum T.A. as 
your host! #279/4 hours / $39.95 


SUPER BRAWL I 


Ric Flair takes on Japan's Tatsumi 
Fujinami, Sting & Lex Luger vs. Rick & 
Scott Steiner. Sid Vicious vs. El Gigante 
and much more! 

#142 /110 min/ $39.95 


SUPER BRAWL Il 


The greatest bone-crunching spectacu- 
lar of the year! Lex Luger and Sting 
battle for the World Heavyweight 
Championship. Also features: Ravish- 
ing Rick Rude, Ricky Steamboat, The 
Steiners, Ron Simmons and Arn 
Anderson. #332/120 min/$39.95 


WRESTLING’S BEST 


RUMBLE IN THE 
RISING SUN: Japan 
Supershow 


The best of the WCW battle Japan's 
best in Tokyo. Ric Flair does battle with 
Tatsumi Fujinami, Sting vs. The Great 
Muta, The Steiner Brothers grapple with 
Japan's best tag team — Hiro Hase and 
Sasaki. 


#140/120 min/ $39.95 
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HALLOWEEN 
HAVOC 1991: 
Chamber of Horrors 


NEW!! Lex Luger defends his World 
Heavyweighttitle against Ron Simmons 
plus an amazing Chamber of Horrors 
cage match where all hell breaks loose! 
Also: Sting, The Steiners, Dustin 
Rhodes, Stunning Steve and El Gigante 
plus much more! . 

#298 / 110 min/ $39.95 Bs 


WOMEN'S 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING 

WORLD TITLE BOUT 


NEW!! Featuring Wendi Richter vs. 
Heidi Lee Morgan. First women's title 
boutinasteel cage! Also: Sweet Melanie 
vs. Ashley Ryan, Wendi Richter vs. 
Chainsaw Liz Chase and Angel of Death 
and more! #250/53 min/ $24.95 


Limited Time Only - Order Now! For VISA or MasterCard Orders Call Toll Free: 1-800-729-0360. Or Fax: (203) 655-1486 
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Barry Windham and Dustin Rhodes (left) 
have had success as a tag team (above 
and below), but is their partnership getting 
in the way of possible singles titles? 


IS DESTROYING 


DUSTIN RHODES & 


BARRY WINDHAM 


Dustin Rhodes and Barry Windham have had tremendous 
success as a tag team, but how long can their partnership 
last. Drifting back and forth between singles and tag teams 
in a never-ending effort to help each other, Windham and 
Rhodes are hurting themselves 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HEIR FATHERS DON'T like it. 

Rest assured that while WCW 
fans across the country are standing 
up and applauding the teaming of 
Dustin Rhodes and Barry Windham, 
two people who clearly disapprove 
are Dusty Rhodes and Blackjack 
Mulligan. 

Papa Rhodes has seen both sides 
of Windham, the very good and the 
very bad. Turns out he’s seen the 
very bad far too often to trust Wind- 
ham any further than he can throw 
him (not too far). 

“Hey, Dusty!’ a reporter yelled 
out. “Whaddya think about your boy 
and Windham?” 

No comment. A scowl. A turn of 
the back. A walk away from the 
reporter. 

A reporter dials the phone. Black- 
jack Mulligan picks up the receiver. 

“Hello, Blackjack,” the reporter 
says. “How about your boy and 
Rhodes?” 


Click. 

Perhaps the proud fathers have a 
lot of trouble forgetting their own 
battles in the ring. Rhodes vs. Mulli- 
gan was never an easy match. Or 
perhaps we're forgetting one of the 
most important axioms of life in 
their time: Father knows best. 

Look at WCW over the past few 
months and it’s no surprise the best 
shot Rhodes and Windham had at 
the World title was when Sting 
pulled out of his match against Big 


‘Van Vader and eight names were 


thrown into a hat. Then Ron 
Simmons’ name was pulled and 
Rhodes and Windham were left to 
each other. 

That’s not bad. At times it has 
been very good. Rhodes and Wind- 
ham lost to Steve Williams and Terry 
Gordy in the final of the NWA 
World tag team tournament, but just 
getting to the final was a wonderful 
accomplishment for a recently re- 
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united tag team. 

Recent victories over Arn Ander- 
son and Bobby Eaton and another 
team of Dick Slater and Greg Valen- 
tine show that Rhodes and Wind- 
ham could have tremendous success 
as a team. They are not yet in the 
top 10 Tag Team ratings, but they're 
on their way. 

That’s what bothers us. They'll 
probably never make it. Before long, 
Rhodes and Windham will decide to 
return to singles competition. The 
tag team will be put on hold ... for 
a while. They'll get back together 
when some enemy attacks Rhodes 
or Windham. 

“Listen, we're friends and we're 
trying to help each other,” Rhodes 
said. “I don’t think there’s anything 
wrong with that. Heck, I’d think you 
people would call that admirable. 
Friendship is important, and my 
friendship with Barry means more 
than anything.” 

While laudable, those remarks are 
pretty easy to laugh at. First of all, 
this is wrestling, where friends be- 
come enemies on a moment's no- 
tice. Second of all, the sport is not 
about revenge and helping your 
partner. It’s about winning titles. 

In the case of Rhodes and Wind- 
ham, it should be about winning sin- 
gles titles. 

Dusty Rhodes, while a fine tag 
team wrestler, was best on his own. 
He won three NWA World titles and 
will go down in history as one of the 
toughest wrestlers that ever lived. 
Heck, Dusty didn’t need any help. 
Here’s a guy who stood alone in the 
ring and challenged The Road War- 
riors. That’s guts! (It’s also stupid). 

Blackjack Mulligan was also a 
good tag team wrestler, but he could 
handle his own business. A man 
who often acted on impulse, Black- 
jack couldn't afford to be dragged 
down by a partner who wasn’t on 
his wavelength. 

Their sons are also better individ- 
uals than partners. Barry Windham 
has taken champions to the limit. 
‘Dustin has moved up quickly 
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In a mild surprise, Windham (above) and Rhodes advanced to the final of the NWA tag team 
tournament. Rhodes (below) led the duo to wins over Arn Anderson and Bobby Eaton. 


Windham (above) says he enjoys his friendship with Rhodes. But their friendship hasn’t 
produced any victories over World champions Steve Williams (below) and Terry Gordy. 


through the WCW rankings and is a 
feared wrestler. 

“I think what’s going on is pretty 
clear,” said an anonymous WCW fan 
favorite. “Dustin and Barry were ene- 
mies for a while and now they’re 


trying to prove to each other, if not 
necessarily the world, that they’re 
best of friends and can trust each 
other. Unfortunately, it’s _ totally 
unnecessary.” 

When Larry Zbyszko broke Wind- 


Could ‘The Natural” be enjoying this type 
of success as a singles wrestler? He'll nev- 
er know unless he gives it his best shot. 
ham’s wrist, Dustin came to the res- 
cue. They formed a tag team and 
fought evil. When Slater and Valen- 
tine attacked Dustin, Windham was 
on call. He and Dustin have since 
teamed to beat the stuffings out of 
Slater and Valentine. 

Of course, it’s easy to overlook 
the fact that Dustin has handled 
himself very well against Valentine in 
singles matches. He could surely do 
the same against Slater. Translation: 
Rhodes can handle his problems by 
himself. He doesn’t need Windham’s 
help. 

If Windham and Rhodes seriously 
intended to shoot for the WCW 
World tag team title, we'd have no 
trouble with their partnership. Those 
belts are a worthy goal. But each 
time Windham and Rhodes team, it’s 
for a purpose not related to champi- 
onships or moving up the ladder of 
contention. 

With their on-again, off-again part- 
nership, Rhodes and Windham are 
dragging themselves down. The 
WCW World title picture is wide 
open. Almost anyone could be the 
champ this week or next. 

There’s always room for friendship 
in wrestling. But there’s no room for 
selflessness at the hands of accom- 
plishment. For Rhodes and Wind- 
ham, it just isn’t working. O 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


COTT HALL WAS an AWA 

World tag team champion. The 
Diamond Studd won no honors in 
WCW. Razor Ramon has yet to 
capture a title in the WWF. 

If these were three different 
men, one may determine that Hall 
has been the most successful of 
the three. But as most wrestling 
fans know, Hall, Studd, and Ramon 
are three names for the same 
person. 

But in another sense, he really 
has been three separate people. 
Hall was the quiet, respectful Mid- 
westemer determined to make 
good (and do so honorably) in the 
big leagues. Diamond Studd was 
the flashy, flamboyant rulebreaker 
who, despite “Diamond” Dallas 
Page’s best efforts, quickly fizzled 
out in WCW. 

Now Diamond Studd has be- 
come Razor Ramon, who repre- 
sents the most drastic personality 
change yet. He claims to be from 
Cuba. He speaks with a Cuban ac- 
cent. He omaments himself with 
gold. He says he has come to 
America, the land of opportunity, 
to be a star in the WWF. He acts 
like a thug in the attempt to 
achieve his goal: the WWF World 
title. 

This latest incarnation of Hall 
may work. He has scored impres- 
sive wins over quality opponents 
such as Virgil and Tito Santana. Af- 
ter only a few months in the feder- 
ation, he had received main-event 
matches. Here, finally, Ramon can 
say to himself, is the image that 
will take me to the top. 

The image of The Diamond 
Studd did nothing for him, in his 
view. At first, with Page as his 
manager, Studd seemed to be 
ready to make that break into the 
big time. But again, he didn't 
come through on his promise, and 
he left the federation. 

Before entering the WWF, Hall 
had convinced himself to make 
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Razor Ramon lives by the nule 
of the street: If you want 
something, take it. He doesn’t 
apologize for who he is. But 
who is he? His transformation 
from Scott Hall to The 
Diamond Studd to Razor 
Ramon is a remarkable study 
in how far a man will go to 
change his luck 


Razor Ramon (left) has undergone 
an image transplant, hoping that be- 
ing a different wrestler will bring dif- 
ferent results. Ramon has always 
been considered a competitor who 
did not live up to his potential. 


s RAZOR RAMON 
S TRADES IN HIS 


DIAMONDS 
HR GOLD 


the sharp, dramatic change to Ra- 
mon. He felt he had to break away 
completely from his past. He 
could not be bound by images 
that didn’t work for him. 

So Razor Ramon was bom. 

“He felt he had to do this,” said 
a friend not in the wrestling busi- 
ness. “It’s quite a change, isn’t it? 
It’s almost like he’s a brand-new 
person. He’s wrestling with a new 
purpose, a new intensity. Those of 
us who’ve known him for a long 
time are glad that, this time, a title 
might come his way.” 

Others are less understanding. 
Greg Gagne, who remembers a 
young Hall breaking into the 
AWA, says he can’t comprehend 
why Hall needs to make these 
changes. 

“He is a fine athlete,” Gagne 
said. “I mean, an outstanding ath- 
lete. When he was a rookie, I 
looked at him and decided this 
was a man who would win a world 
title someday. I truly believed that. 
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“Today, I still see a man with 
world championship talent,” 
Gagne added, “but with the 
wrong attitude, a homble attitude. 
He has all that potential, but he’s 
channeling it in the wrong 
direction.” 

Potential. That word has haunted 
the 6’8”, 29l-pounder since his 
early days in the sport. He’s sick 
of hearing about how much of it 
he possesses. He wants results 
and he wants them now. “Poten- 
tial” is for losers. 

Hall, and Hall as Studd, may 
have allowed that “potential” label 
to be applied to them, but Ramon 
certainly will not. As soon as he 
wins a championship, he’ll erase 
that label completely. 

At 6’8”’ and 291 pounds, Ramon is a huge 
brawler with awesome strength. He simply 


takes whatever he wants, and what he now 
wants is the WWF World heavyweight title. 


It has gone beyond a quest for 
titles. Ramon even feels confident 
enough to take on a powerful 
WWF figure like Savage. In a 
score of interviews, he has 
claimed to be the only “Macho 
Man” in the WWF. 

“That’s a bold claim,” said 
Gagne. “If his aim was to get at- 
tention, then he certainly did that. 
I didn’t think he’d be dumb 
enough to go after Savage, though. 
I thought maybe he’d bide his 
time a little and work his way into 
contention. Obviously, he’s chosen 
another route.” 

Ramon expects the wrestling 
world to owe him favors. He acts 
as though it is his birthright to be 
awarded title shots without earning 
them. All this simply because he is 
Razor Ramon. 
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“This guy walks in here and 
thinks he owns the place,” said 
one WWF nulebreaker. “And it’s 
the promoters’ fault for giving him 
these important matches. I’ve al- 
Ways expected them to play favor- 
ites, but not with somebody like 
Ramon, who hasn’t done nearly 
enough to warrant this kind of rec- 
ognition. He’s good; I’m not deny- 
ing it. But let’s have some consid- 
eration for the guys who’ve been 
here for much longer.” 

To Ramon, that’s pure jealousy, 
the sort of which he joyfully disre- 
gards. He bathes in the heat of the 
spotlight, and to heck with every- 
one else. But what if Ramon fails? 
Will Scott Hall envelop himself in 
yet another image? 

“That’s the problem with the 
guy,” Gagne offered. “This is nev- 
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During Hall’s days in the AWA, he was a partner of Curt Hennig as AWA World tag champions. As 


er going to end for him. If he’s not 
Ramon, he’ll be somebody else. 
He'll just keep searching for some- 
thing he can only find if he deals 
with who he really is. And it 
doesn’t look like he’s willing to do 
that.” 

Ramon’s friends have developed 
a forceful defense of his actions. 

“It’s way too early to deal in 
hypotheticals,” said one. “He may 
be a champion by the time these 
words reach print. He’s complete- 
ly focused on what he needs to do 
to become a winner. The Razor 
Ramon you see today is the same 
man you'll see in a year.” 

Ramon’s new name and image 
may be helping him today, but he 
should remember this: 

The razor’s edge cuts both 
ways. O 
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Ramon, he has caught the eye of Hennig, considered one of the top managers in the WWF. 


Who Needs The Confusion? 


“Realistically, we can- 
not continue to use the 
NWA name when the 
promotion itself does not. 
As time goes by and 
more and more fans are 
introduced to this organi- 
zation, the WCW name 
will become more and 
more prominent.’ —From 
The Desk Of Stu Saks, 
Pro Wrestling IIlustrat- 
ed, August 1991 


REAKING WITH tra- 

dition is not some- 
thing we do well. When 
the NWA became WCW, 
Inside Wrestling and its 
family of magazines did 
not change with them. 
For the better part of a 
year, we continued to re- 
fer to the newly named 
WCW as the NWA. 

We were not happy 
that the Ted Turner- 
owned World Champion- 
ship Wrestling was un- 
able to strike a deal with 
the promoters who owned 
the rights to the name 
National Wrestling Alli- 
ance. WCW’s leaders 
were intent on making 
sweeping changes, and 
as well-intentioned as 
they were, we felt they 
were making a big mis- 
take in eradicating the 
rich history of wrestling’s 
oldest federation. 

We stood firm. But we 
soon found ourselves in a 
minority of one. 
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Rogers: Yes! 
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REVIVING THE 
NWA TITLE 


WASA BAD IDEA 
: en y | 


eradicating the memory of the NWA. 
By holding NWA tournaments, 
however, the federation has gone 
back to the future. In a sport that 
already has too many initials, WCW 


was wrong in adding three more 
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The new initials were 
everywhere—logos, let- 
terheads, advertise- 
ments, television shows. 
The only two places 
where the old initials were 
still seen were on the fed- 
eration’s championship 
belts (temporarily) and 
the pages of our maga- 


zines. As far as WCW 
was concerned, NWA 
was a rap group from 
Compton, California. 

After many hours of 
discussing our philosophi- 
cal differences, our staff 
reached an agreement. In 
the spring of 1991, we 
submitted to the federa- 
tion’s “media deathlock.” 
On these pages, the 
NWA finally became 
WCW. 

We surrendered to the 
present and future, hop- 
ing for the best. However, 
we would not let go of the 
past. Lou Thesz never 
wrestled for WCW. Nei- 
ther did Frank Gotch. Or 
Ed “Strangler” Lewis. 
These great men were 
NWA World champions. 
Heck, they were the 
NWA. 

It became very simple. 
Whoever won the title 
during the period prior to 
1991 was an NWA World 
champion. Whoever won 
the title after that was a 
WCW World champion. 


Chono: No! 
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Thesz: Yes! 


Race: Yes! 
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When Jack Brisco won the NWA World title in 1973, he did so by 
pinning champion Harley Race, not by winning a tournament. 


As long as the title lineage 
remained complete, we 
didn’t care if the folks at 
One CNN Center called 
their federation the 
French Foreign Legion. 

According to federation 
lore, Ric Flair became the 
first WCW World champi- 
on when he dethroned 
Sting on January 11, 
1991, in East Rutherford, 
New Jersey. Flair had al- 
ready won six NWA 
World titles. His victory 
over Sting made him, in 
the least cumbersome 
fashion, a seven-time 
World champion of 
NWA/WCW. 

In effect, WCW had be- 
come wrestling’s Dodg- 
ers, who relocated from 
Brooklyn to Los Angeles 
in 1958. Its roster had re- 
mained the same, but its 
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name had changed. De- 
spite the change in ini- 
tials, the federation’s title 
lineage could still be 
traced back to its 
inception. 

Over the next year, 
WCW became easier to 
say, easier to type, easier 
to acknowledge. Our 
magazines, which once 
stood in the face of 
change, had helped to 
make the transition 
complete. 

Then came the sum- 
mer of 1992, and with it a 
pair of ambiguous events 
known as the NWA World 
tag team and singles 
tournaments. WCW, the 
federation that risked of- 
fending its past champi- 
ons and loyal fans with its 
name change, an- 
nounced that it had 
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The initials NWA have always connoted the scientific mat style, 
as exhibited by Dory Funk in this 1969 draw with Mil Mascaras. 


reached an accord with 
the NWA and would be 
promoting the internation- 
al tournaments in con- 
junction with the New Ja- 
pan organization. 

For brevity’s sake, we 
will ignore the tag team 
tournament (won by 
Steve Williams and Terry 
Gordy) and examine the 
16-man singles tourney, 
which was won by Masa 
Chono on August 12 in 
Tokyo, Japan. Some say 
Chono is simply the win- 
ner of a prestigious tour- 
nament. Others insist that 
Chono is the NWA World 
champion. This raises a 
number of very important 
issues. 

The NWA World cham- 
pion became WCW 
World champion when 
the federation changed 


initials. The federation it- 
self made a concerted ef- 
fort to keep its title 
lineage intact. The initials 
may have changed, but 
Ron Simmons wears the 
same belt (figuratively, at 
least) in 1992 that Lou 
Thesz wore in 1952. Giv- 
en that, Chono cannot be 
considered NWA World 
champion in the historical 
sense. To call him NWA 
World champion can only . 
serve to cloud a situation 
that took two years to 
uncloud. 

Back to baseball. In 
1961, the original Wash- 
ington Senators skipped 
town and became the 
Minnesota Twins. To re- 
place the Senators, our 
nation’s capital was given 
an expansion team, 
which was promptly 
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The NWA World title lineage goes back to the turn of the century. Frank Gotch beat George 
Hackenschmidt in this 1911 match (above). Ric Flair (below left) was the first WCW champion in 1991. 
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named the Washington A tournament that 
Senators. That team later showcases the talents of 
became the Texas Rang- _ stars from all over the 
ers. When the Twins won _ world is a splendid idea, 


. 
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the 1991 World Series, and we laud the NWA, 

fans in Texas did not cel- | WCW, and New Japan ; 

ebrate. The champion’s for their cooperative ef- him NWA champion be- cree tty ey lester 
lineage stretched to the fort. And we must be cause that is the title he | be downplayed, but it does not 
original Washington Sen- _ careful to take nothing won. But this article will _ ™ke him World champion. 
ators. Chono’s NWA away from Chono. To win be the last time we call | NWA/WCW champion- 
World championship has the tournament, he had to him NWA Worldchampi-_ ship lineage, and it would 
no affiliation to the tradi- defeat Tony Halme, Scott on. To do otherwise make a confusing situa- 
tional NWA that became Norton, The Great Muta,  wouldn’t be fair to the 45 tion that much more 
WCW in 1990. and Rick Rude. We'll call _ men who are in the confusing. [1 


41 


JEFF JARRETT 


“i'M AS GOOD AS ANY 
WWF CHAMPION®” 


LL ALONG, JEFF Jarrett has 

said that he’s just trying to prove 
a point. However, his steadfast convic- 
tion is about to produce one of the 
biggest stories—and biggest matches— 
of 1992. 

For years, this second-generation 
star has been quite vocal about how 
this country’s biggest federation, the 
WWF, has failed to recognize the 
champions and wrestlers of other fed- 
erations—including his own USWA. 
So it was on the August 8 edition of 
USWA Championship Wrestling on 
Memphis’ WMC-TV that Jarrett once 
again used an interview as a platform 
for what he considered an injustice. 

“The WWF is coming to the new 
Pyramid arena in Memphis tomorrow 
night,” said Jarrett to the shocked au- 
dience. “Well, I’ll be there, too. The 
way I figure it, I’ve got plenty of rea- 
sons to be there.” 

Little did anyone know’ what 
Jarrett’s true intentions were, At that 
card, Jarrett and his father, USWA 
promoter Jerry Jarrett, sat in the sec- 
ond row, but it wasn’t long before Jeff 
stunned the crowd by grabbing the 
house microphone and challenging In- 
tercontinental champion Bret Hart to a 
match. Shockingly, Hart accepted the 
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challenge—and the first bout between 
a WWF champion and a wrestler from 
another federation in nine years was 
born. 

Managing Editor Bob Smith caught 
up with Jeff in Memphis in late-Au- 
gust as he prepared for his October I-C 
championship bout against Hart. 
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I was really sick of the way 
the WWF has ignored other 
federations. 


99 


Q: Jeff, it’s been a shocking year in 
wrestling, but I never dreamed that 
Bret Hart would defend his Inter- 
continental title against a star from 
the USWA—especially yourself, 
another scientific wrestler. 

: Yes, Bob, it’s really an exciting 
time for everyone in the USWA, 
and it’s a dream come true for me. 
But, if you really think about it, 
it’s not really all that surprising a 
situation. 


> 


Q: What do you mean? 

A: Well, getting the match against 
Hart was a lot easier than I antici- 
pated. When I entered The Pyra- 
mid, I almost thought that the 
WWF security force would toss me 
out of the arena. Then, when I 
jumped over the railing and made 
my announcement to the crowd, I 
really thought they’d cart me out 
of there. That’s when I discovered 
exactly why no wrestlers from oth- 
er federations have ever taken on 
WWE champions—nobody ever 
asked! 


Q: That’s probably true, but I think 


the way you handled yourself 
helped your cause a great deal. 
You’re a true professional, and 
they knew you weren’t there to at- 
tack anyone, such as the way Jake 
Roberts recently attacked Sting in 
Wwcw. 


A: I guess my reputation did precede 


me, and that helped. But when I 
went to The Pyramid, it was the 
culmination of years of anger. You 
see, I was really sick of the way the 
WWF has ignored other federa- 
tions for years. The USWA has a 
roster of wrestlers every bit as good 
as the WWF, in my opinion. And 
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I had to convince everyone 

that I was a good wrestler, 

that I wasn’t riding on my 
father’s coattails. 
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I truly believe that I’m as good as 
any WWF champion. Now, I’m 
going to get my chance to prove it, 
and it’s a chance that’s long 
overdue. 

: I can’t think of many wrestling 
fans that would disagree with that. 
But were you shocked at how 
even-tempered Hart was when you 
made your challenge? After all, he 
was there to defend his champion- 
ship against Kamala that night. He 
didn’t even know that you were 
going to be in the building. 

: Well, Bret’s another great pro, and 
a real credit to this sport. He 
proved that when he’s challenged, 
he’s man enough to accept it. In a 
way, it’s kind of a shame that he’s 
the man who is going to have to 
lose his title to a USWA wrestler. 
But that’s the way it’s going to be. 
You see, when I get into the ring 
against Hart, I’ll be carrying the 
aspirations and hopes of all the 


: You 


Memphis fans with me. We're all 
tired of being considered second- 
class citizens down here. We’ve got 
myself, Jerry Lawler, Robert 
Fuller, Eric Embry, Bill Dundee, 
Tony Anthony, Tommy Rich, and 
Brian Christopher. That’s a talent 
roster as strong as any federation 
anywhere. Just because the USWA 
doesn’t promote in every state 
doesn’t mean the fans in Tennes- 
see, Mississippi, and Indiana 
haven’t been seeing great wrestling 
for years. 

keep talking about the 
USWA, but there has to be a per- 
sonal motive here as well. In the 
past, you’ve told me how hard it 
was to build a reputation for your- 
self, since you’re the son of a fam- 
ous promoter and former wrestler. 


A: That’s very true. When I began my 
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Before Jerry Lawler and Jeff Jarrett teamed up, The Moondogs had a stranglehold on the 
USWA tag team title. But the squads have traded the belts back and forth in recent months. 


career, I had to convince everyone 
that I was a good wrestler, that I 
wasn’t riding on my father’s coat- 
tails. Then, after I accomplished 
that, I had to prove I was champi- 
onship material. Now I want to 
show fans all over the country that 
my skills are every bit as good as 
those of Hart, or Randy Savage, 
or anyone else in any federation, 
not just the WWF. 


: That leads me to my next question. 


Why didn’t you challenge Savage 
for the World title instead of Hart 
for the I-C belt? 


: Well, Savage wasn’t there that 


night. 


: That’s a pretty convenient answer. 
: Hey, that’s the truth! If Savage 


had been in the building that night, 
I would’ve challenged him instead 
of Hart. Why should I strive for 


the WWF's second-best title when I 


could go for a World title? But, 
like I said, he wasn’t there. Plus, 
the fans in Memphis had seen Jer- 
ry Lawler beat Savage many times 
in the past, so there wasn’t really 
as much to prove. 


: Are you saying that Lawler is still a 


better wrestler than Savage—and 
that you could beat the ‘“‘Macho 
Man’’? 

Bob, I don’t like to brag. But I 
think the fans here would answer 
both those questions in the 
affirmative. 


: Speaking of the Memphis fans, 


they’ve watched you team with 
Lawler to battle Richard Lee’s 
Moondogs for most of the past six 
months. During that time, these 
matches have turned into all-out 
wars, with both teams using every- 
thing from—and I say this in the 
literal sense—kitchen sinks to bat- 
tery acid to trying to maim each 
other. Will you be ready for a 
wholly scientific star such as Hart 
after battling those carnivorous 
mongrels for so long? 


: That’s a fair question. Sure, I’ve 


been using tactics against The 
Moondogs that I’m not to proud 
of using. And it all has made me 
question what I’m all about in this 
sport, 


: That’s for sure. When I inter- 


viewed you for a recent article 
(Wrestling Superstars, December 


1992), you said you were even hav- 
ing nightmares about the situation. 


A: That’s right. I didn’t train with my 


father for years to end up beating 
guys over the head with stop signs 
every night. But Jerry Lawler has 
really helped me come to grips with 
the situation. He showed me that if 
it wasn’t for us trying to rid the 
USWA of The Moondogs, they’d 
still be running rampant over this 
federation, crippling wrestlers left 
and right. Well, the hospitals aren’t 
getting as many stretchers lately, 
and the fans can thank me and 
Jerry for that. 


Jarrett has locked up with Eddie Gilbert in 
pursuit of the heavyweight title (left). He has 
used more than his scientific skills in his 
brutal wars against The Moondogs (below). 


Q: 


A: 
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Now, however, you’re preparing to 
take on Bret Hart, a whole differ- 
ent kind of wrestler. Would you 
call this the biggest match of your 
career? 

Interesting. (pauses) Well, the 
match I had against Eric Embry at 
Super Clash III was a big match 
back in 1988. And I had matches 
against Jerry for the USWA title 
that were very important. But, yes, 
I guess this is a very big match for 
me. And even if Hart loses the I-C 
title to Davey Boy Smith at 
SummerSlam, it’s still my biggest 
challenge ever. 


: Even with no title on the line? 
: That’s exactly right. You see, this 


means more than simply winning 
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This is more than wrestler vs. 


wrestler—this is federation 
vs. federation. 
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another belt to me. This is every 
independent federation rising up to 
challenge the WWF, and it feels 
great. This is every great wrestler 
who never had the opportunity to 
take on Hulk Hogan, Randy Say- 
age, or Bret Hart, who dreamed of 
the chance, but knew he’d never 
get it. This is more than wrestler 
vs. wrestler—this is federation ys. 
federation. This is my opportunity 
to show the world that bigger isn’t 
necessarily better. 


: ’'m sure the entire wrestling world 


is looking toward this match with 
great anticipation. Jeff, I say this 
often, and I’ll say it again: You’re 
the last of a dying breed, the last 
wrestler I know of who has tried to 
stay scientific as much as possible. 
Do you ever regret that decision? 


: Are you kidding? My being who I 


am has kept the fans behind me 
for seven years—and I'll never do 
things any other way. i 
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HELLISH 
LIFE OF 


BODIES ~~ 


Jim Cornette’s promise to The Heavenly 


Bodies was that he would make them as rich 
and famous as The Midnight Express had 
been. Now, Cornette is rediscovering just 

how tough life at the top can be when 
everyone is gunning for you 


By Andy Rodriguez 


HE EXPERIENCE WAS one Jim Cornette did not want 

to relive. But here he was, seeing it all over again: a 

team he managed losing a tag team title to a team called 
The Fantastics. 

On August 8 in Johnson City, Tennessee, The Fantas- 

tics of Jackie and Bobby Fulton defeated The Heavenly 

Bodies—Tom Prichard and Stan Lane—to win the Smoky 
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Mountain tag team belts. In 1988, 
The Fantastics of Bobby Fulton and 
Tommy Rogers bested his duo of 
The Midnight Express to win the 
NWA U.S. tag belts. 

The dreaded Fantastics, the hated 
Fantastics, had defeated and humili- 
ated him and his men for a second 
time. They weren’t even the same 
Fantastics, but that mattered little to 
Cornette. 

“| can't believe this!” he said, 
more with resignation than surprise. 
“Lose to The Fantastics again? It’s al- 
most unfair. | thought | was done 
with those boys back in ’88. It’s all 
coming back now.” 

Cornette likes to whine. Complain- 
ing about this or that wrestler, refer- 
ee, or issue is standard operating 
procedure for the tennis racket- 
wielding manager. 

However, this time, there was 
something different about the tone 
of his complaints. He truly seemed 
worried about the threat posed by 
this new version of The Fantastics, 
and about the quality and intensity 
of other recent threats. 

The man voted Manager of the 
Year seven years ago continues to 
display brashness and confidence, 
but it seems hollow, almost forced. 
He is groping for answers, but he 
doesn’t even know the questions. 

Further studying of history reveals 
that, in 1988, The Midnight Express 
did regain the U.S. tag team title 
from The Fantastics. That doesn’t 
concern Cornette, though. He seems 
captive to the emotions that fol- 
lowed the loss to The Fantastics, not 
the joy he felt from the revengeful 
win. 

“I almost feel like I’m having the 
opportunity to do great things taken 
away from me,” Cornette related. 
“When this new Smoky Mountain 
federation started up, | knew it 
would be a place of action, real ac- 
tion. | also knew | had a tremendous 
team in The Heavenly Bodies. Stan 
Lane and | knew each other very 
well, of course, from the old Mid- 
night days. I’d heard good reports 
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The Heavenly Bodies had a much easier time winning the Smoky Mountain tag team title than defending 
it. Jackie Fulton overpowers Stan Lane (above left) and brother Bobby kicks Tom Prichard (above right). 


on Tom Prichard over the years. | 
recruited him and he decided to . 
come on board.” 

“Best move l’ve made in years,” 
Prichard related. “With a great part- 
ner like Lane and a fine manager 
like Cornette, | knew we'd be a hit 
right away, and we were. The Smoky 
Mountain tag belts were a cinch 
from there. We didn’t feel like 
there'd be any problem winning 
them. But we didn’t figure on losing 
them so quickly.” 

Prichard and Lane took their team 
name too literally. They fancied 
themselves celestial beings. But they 
are human beings first, and human 
beings don’t win all the time. Which 
is a good thing, says Fantastic Bobby 
Fulton. 

“Cornette likes to think every last 
wrestler in this organization will roll 
over and play dead at his com- 
mand,” Fulton opined. “He's spong- 
ing off his reputation. Hey, look, | 
won't deny the man has some goo 


d On this occasion, Prichard retained the title but lost plenty of blood. In their next defense, 
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ideas. | consider him one of the best the champions were not nearly as fortunate, losing the belts to The Fantastics. 
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Jim Cornette did all he could to help the Bodies retain the title, sticking Jackie Fulton in the throat with 


“4eceudd hati 


his tennis racket (above left). Prichard chokes Bobby Fulton (above right), but to no avail. 


After losing the SMW title to The Fantastics, 
Cornette and Prichard express their disbe- 
lief while comforting stablemate Lane. 


managers ever. But that doesn’t 
make him a master intimidator. The 
more he tries to push around peo- 
ple, the worse he looks.” 

Cornette denies that, and insists 
that despite all obstacles, The Heav- 
enly Bodies will regain the tag team 
title. 

“It's not going to be easy,” the 
manager admitted. “I never thought 
it would be. | just finished telling 
you how difficult these past few 


weeks have been. Having said that, 
I’m convinced we'll be on top again. 
You can’t look at my—I mean, our — 
record and say otherwise. My only 
task right now is to make the Bodies 
champs.” 

Lane was quick to pick up on his 
manager's assertion. 

“We know everybody’s gunning 
for us, but we haven't lost sight of 
our goal,” Lane said. “When Jim 
finds himself in a bad situation, he 
comes up with a plan that will get 
him results, It’s like back in 1987. Jim 
had to find a replacement for Den- 
nis Condrey in the Express. He 
chose me. I’m not bragging to say 
that Bobby Eaton and | meshed bet- 
ter in a week than Eaton and Con- 
drey did in four years. 

“And though that happened more 
than five years ago,” Lane conclud- 
ed, “the lesson holds. Jim Cornette 
is a winner. He'll get through this 
tough spell and come out looking 10 
times better.” 

Jackie Fulton has a “solution” to 


The Heavenly Bodies’ woes. He says 
they should consider changing their 
name. 

“I’m serious,” Fulton insisted, 
though a grin snuck through his fea- 
tures. “You hear that name and you 
think, ‘Boy, those guys are full of 
themselves.’ Maybe if they came up 
with a different moniker, people 
wouldn’t be so eager to beat up on 
them. Maybe if they had a different 
manager, that would be true. Corn- 
ette holds them back; no doubt 
about it. Tom and Stan are good, 
solid wrestlers, but Cornette’s non- 
sense holds them back.” 

Of course they won't change their 
name. Of course they won’t dump 
their manager. The Heavenly Bodies 
have become too well-established to 
take such drastic steps. 

They (and Cornette) feel they must 
live up to the promise such a name 
entails. That is their mission. And 
they'll trek through the hell they cre- 
ated for themselves to accomplish 
it. 
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N AUGUST 2, WCW wrestlers 

and fans at the Baltimore Arena 
discovered what WWF fans had 
known for years: Jake “‘The Snake” 
Roberts strikes with the same quickness 
as his pet reptile and is every bit as 
lethal. Roberts came out of the stands 
and brutally attacked Sting, crushing 
the former World champion with two 
of his infamous DDTs onto a metal 
chair. The “‘Stinger,’’ who was sched- 
uled to wrestle Big Van Vader for the 
World title, was instead taken to a 
hospital. 

Two weeks later, the two met on 
more formal terms at The Omni in 
Atlanta—a scheduled match. Roberts’ 
behavior, however, was no better. He 
began the bout by attempting to stuff 
Sting’s head into his snake sack. He 
ended it with another DDT. Only an 
appearance by Nikita Koloff stopped 
Roberts from clobbering Sting with a 
chair. 

The “‘Stinger’’ has had a rough 
stretch. He lost his World title to 
Vader on July 12 at The Great Ameri- 
can Bash. He lost a shot at that title 
when Roberts stormed into the federa- 
tion. And he’s lost some face with his 
loyal ‘‘ittle Stingers.” But he hasn’t 
lost confidence in his ability. In the 
match in Atlanta, he dominated Rob- 
erts with an array of scientific superior- 
ity. Only when referee Mike Atkins 
was accidentally knocked unconscious 
did Roberts gain the upper hand. 

There is no question that Sting be- 
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‘As long as I’m breathing, you won’t be calling any shots in 
WCW. The only place you’re qualified to call the shots is a zoo.” 
—Sting 


lieves he can beat Roberts. But the 
question the “‘Stinger’’ does have is: 
Why me? Why has Roberts come after 
me with his venom? The two have no 
history and Sting is not currently a 
champion. In an attempt to provide 
Sting with an answer, we arranged for 
him to call Roberts and to speak to 
“The Snake” ... “One on One.”’ 


JAKE ROBERTS: 
Yeah, who’s this? 

STING: 
It’s your favorite wrestler in the 
whole world. 

JR: Sting? I’m surprised you can still 
talk after the beatings I’ve given 


JR: 


you. I thought by now you’d have 
pretty severe brain damage. I 
guess you do, if you’re calling me. 
What the hell do you want, 
chump? 

I don’t want much—the respect 
and the support of the fans is all I 
need—but I do get it. 

How about those near concussions 
I gave you? Did you want those? 
You know, if you liked them, I 
could arrange for you to get them 
on a regular basis. You’re in no 
position to say you want some- 
thing. I’m calling all the shots in 
WCW now. 

As long as I’m breathing, you 
won’t be calling any shots in 


“How were you a two-time World champion in this federation? 
You spend a lot of time getting the hell kicked out of you.” 
—Jake Roberts 


——_————————S ee eee eee 
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WCW. The only place you’re 
qualified to call the shots is a zoo. 
This federation has no place for 
snakes or any other animals. We 
wrestle here! 

Oh, you wrestle? Is that what you 
call it? I had forgotten the word 
for lying unconscious on the mat. 
How were you a two-time World 
champion in this federation? You 
spend an awful lot of time getting 
the hell kicked out of you. If 
you’re the best WCW has to of- 
fer, they’re not offering much. 
You want an offer? Here’s an of- 
fer! A best-of-three-falls match at 
the arena of your choice. No 
chairs, no snakes, no Cactus Jack, 


S: 


no nothing. Just you and me, in 
the ring. Loser leaves WCW. How 
about it, Jake? 


: Are you crazy? I just got here. 


I'm just starting to have fun 
again. Every wrestler in WCW has 
to keep one eye on me. I’m the 
center of attention. I’m not about 
to leave. You would love that, 
wouldn’t you? You can’t stand 
that I’m the one everybody’s talk- 
ing about now. 

That doesn’t concern me. I’ve 
seen your kind come and go. You 
claim to be tough, Jake, but you 
hide behind chairs and snakes and 
the interference of others. You’re 
a rulebreaker, plain and simple. 


JR: 


The next clean match you wrestle 
will be the first. 


: So what? Who died and left you 


boss? Bill Watts runs this federa- 
tion, not you. You know Bill 
Watts, and I know Bill Watts. If 
Bill Watts had any problem with 
me, he would have said something 
to me in Baltimore that night. The 
only thing he said to was, “Do 
you want to wrestle in WCW?” I 
said yes. End of story. 

I already told you the things I 
wanted. 


: And I told you that the days of 


you getting what you want are 
over. 

Well, that’s obvious, since you 
turned down my challenge of a 
loser-leave-town match, like the 
coward that you are. But regard- 
less of that, the other thing I 
wanted to know is this: If you 
have such little regard for my abil- 
ity as a wrestler, if you don’t 
think that I am the best that 
WCW has to offer, then why did 
you come after me? 


: You know, someone told me you 


were dumb, and now I know 
why. Right now, what I think of 
your skills—or lack of them— 
really doesn’t matter. You’re the 
federation’s fair-haired boy. The 
fans love you, the other wrestlers 
respect you. My goal is to turn 
WCW into a state of anarchy, 
and the best way to do that is to 
tear down and destroy the one 
wrestler who symbolizes WCW. 
That, my friend, is you. 

You don’t know what you’re in 
for, Jake. I can name a half-doz- 
en fan favorites—some of the 
toughest wrestlers in WCW—who 
would jump at the chance to de- 
fend me and destroy you at the 
same time. I don’t see any rule- 
breakers rushing to your side. 
Plus, I have the support of the 
“Tittle Stingers,’ and that makes 
all the difference in the world. 

I couldn’t care less about what the 
idiot fans think. No fan has ever 
helped me win a match. And as 
for help, I don’t need any. The 
only person I trust is myself. If I 
were you, I’d watch my back. 
Snakes are very sneaky. O 
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crowd, partially because he was rude to fans at a recent autograph signing session. 


UNDESERVING 

The Undertaker has got to be one of 
the most undeserving men to hear the 
cheers of the fans. Everyone believes 
the ‘“‘Grim Reaper” is now a good 
man because he stopped Jake Roberts 
from hitting a woman with a chair. 
This is the only act of his I can recall 
that was to the benefit of another 
person. 

Actually, that might have been to 
The Undertaker’s credit as well. This 
way, he would gain the crowd support 
in any future wars he had planned. 
But what really disturbs me is his ac- 
tions, both in and out of the ring. 


During a recent WWF autograph sign- 


ing, Undertaker wouldn’t answer any- 
one’s questions and would not even 
apologize to some of the fans who had 
waited in line for his autograph for a 
lengthy period of time. 

Even worse, I hate how he batters 
some poor rookie and zips him shut in 
his bodybag. How I wish someone like 
Papa Shango would put him in the 
bag and give him a taste of his own 


medicine! Undertaker is a bully who 
ignores young children and _ batters 
weak preliminary wrestlers. And the 
fans still cheer this guy? 
DAVE SZYMANAK 
Johnson City, NY U1 
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THIS MONTH en 


The second annual installment of the 
“PVWI1 500”! 


Does NAILZ have BIG BOSSMAN’S 
number? 


PLUS... 
WCW has become a rulebreaker’s 
paradise! Is BILL WATTS to blame?... 
Full-color centerfold and biography of 
BIG VAN VADER... Arare interview 
with SID JUSTICE in ‘Press 
Conference” . . . Get the latest from our 
columnists and BILL APTER’S 
“Ringside” 


All this—and much more... 
in the December 1992 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


NOW ON SALE! 


THE STEINERS trade places with 
GORDY & WILLIAMS—bad deal! 


VIRGIL—ready to get rowdy without 
RODDY PIPER! 


PLUS... 
Thirsty for violence? ECW serves up a 
molotov cocktail of mayhem!... 
Informative “Data Bank” features on 
RANDY SAVAGE, RON SIMMONS, and 
DAN DAVIS .. . Photo coverage of 
WCW’s Great American Bash, and 
spectacular WWF and Great Lakes 
cards... Check out our innovative new 
ratings format 


All this—and much more... 
in the November 1992 issue of 
Wrestle America 


NOW ON SALE! 
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April 1983/COLOR PINUP;: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 

dune 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy Bob 
Orton, Rick Martel, Von Erich, Slaughter, 
Muraco. 

July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry Zbys- 
zko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von 
Erich, Wrestling ll. 

November 1983/COLOR PINUP: Roddy 
Piper. Harley Race, Santana, Mascaras, 
Ellering, Valiant, Race. 

December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wahoo 
McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steam- 
boat, Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dil- 
fon, ; 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Sunshine, Greg Valentine, Super 
Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 

June 1984/COLOR PINUP;: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling ||, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Ellering. 
Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gagne, 
Windham, 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan Han- 
sen, Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaughter, 
Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy Jack 
Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blanchard, Fabu- 
lous Blonds, Armstrong, 

November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel, Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo, 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito San- 
tana, Road Warriors, Billy Jack, Hayes, 
1984 fan ballot 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Magnum 
T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, Flair, 
Gttes. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chns Ad- 
ams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, Nikita, 
WWF scouting reports. 

February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita Ko- 
loff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, 
Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, Scott 
Hall. 


ILLUS 
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July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy: R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes, Randy Savage, Lugar vs. Race, 
Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 

October 1986/GCOLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson, 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Hansen, 
Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole, 

January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabulous 
Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. T.A., 
Snuka, Simpson, 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorif. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Alba- 
no, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 

June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Hogan. 
Magnum T,A., Can-Ams, Warriors, Free- 
birds, Hall 

July 1987/COLOR PINUP; Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 

August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Garvin 
& Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Fiair, Gordy, Bigelow. 

October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted DiBi- 
ase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Hogan 
vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 

November 1987/COLOR PINUP: George 
Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Ho- 
gan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The Road 
Warriors, Ted DiBiase, Flair-Garvins, Ho- 
gan & Ventura, Zbyszko, 

February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, Von 
Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP; Sting, Andre, 
Valentine-Beelcake, Flair, Cornette, Owen 
Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, Rock- 
ers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting 

August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilberi-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich 

November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express, Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 


December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP;: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 

April 1989/COLOR PINUP; Rick Steiner. 
Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, Turner, 
Powers. 

June 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Hogan vs. Savage, Warriors, Zbys- 
zko, Rhodes. 

July 1989/COLOR PINUP: Roddy Piper, 
Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream Tour- 
nament, Studd, Muraco. 

August 1989/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Hogan, Ultimate, Steamboat-Flair, Road 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

October 1989/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Rude. Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, 
Lawler vs, Perez, Page. 

November 1989/COLOR PINUP: Ric 
Flair. Rhodes, Steiner, Luger vs. Steam- 
boat, Ultimate, Fuller-Jarrett. 

December 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jimmy 
Snuka, Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, 
Beefcake & Hogan, Tully & Arn. 

January 1990/COLOR PINUP; Sid Vi- 
cious. Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry. 


Lex Luger, Hogan, Hennig-Beetcake, 
Toni Adams, Woman. 

April 1990/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Ric Flair, Hennig vs. Hogan, 
Sting, Rockers, Lawler, 

May 1990/COLOR PINUP: The Great 
Muta. Hulk Hogan, Skyscrapers, R&R Ex- 
press, Piper, Embry. 

June 1990/COLOR PINUP: Sting. Hogan 
vs. Warrior, R&R Express, Rhodes vs. 
Savage, Arn vs. Sawyer. 

July 1990/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Beefcake, Skyscrapers, 
Heenan, Saito, referees. 

September 1990/PINUP: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. COLOR FEATURES: Hogan, 
Sting, Horsemen, Hennig. 

October 1990/PINUP: Brutus Beefcake. 
COLOR FEATURES: Sting, Tugboat, Uiti- 
mate, Long, Blanchard-Orndorff, 
November 1990/PINUP: Legion of Doom, 
COLOR FEATURES: Sting beats Fiair, 
Rude-Warrior. 

December 1990/PINUP;: Sting. COLOR 
FEATURES: Legion of Doom, Kerry, 
Slaughter, Doom, Horsemen. 


February 1990/COLOR PINUP; Bret Hart. 
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January 1991/PINUP: Kerry Von Erich. 
COLOR FEATURES: WWF vs. 
NWA,Hogan, Hansen, Sting, Sherri, 
February 1991/PINUP: 1991 calendar. 
COLOR FEATURES: Scott Steiner, Vi- 
cious vs. Luger, Rhodes vs. DiBiase, 
April 1991/PINUP: Tom Zenk. COLOR 
FEATURES; Sgt. Slaughter, Hogan & 
Warrior, Magnum T.A., Lawler-Gilbert. 
May 1991/PINUP: Arn Anderson. COLOR 
a Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, 
eSz. 


June 1991/PINUP: Hacksaw Duggan. 
COLOR FEATURES: Hogan, Doom, 
Horsemen, Steiner. 

July 1991/PINUP: Brian Pillman, COLOR 
FEATURES: Hogan, Luger, Demolition, 
Embry, Horsemen-Vicious. 

October 1991/PINUP: Lex Luger. COL- 
OR FEATURES: Justice, Hogan-Slaugh- 
ter, Windham, Williams. 

November 1991/PINUP: Eaton. 
COLOR FEATURES; Savage & Eliza- 
beth, Bushwhackers, Liger, Pillman. 
December 1991/PINUP: Rick Steamboat, 
COLOR FEATURES: PW1/500, Simmons, 
Badd, Hogar-Fiair. 

January 1992/PINUP: Ron Simmons. 
COLOR FEATURES: Flair, R. Steiner, Ul- 
timate, Luger. 

February 1992/PINUP; 1992 calendar. 
COLOR FEATURES: Hogan, Gilbert, 
Roberts-Justice, hot prospects, 

April 1992/PINUP: Ric Flair. COLOR 
FEATURES; Sting-Luger, Rockers, WWF 
Violence, Dangerous Alliance, 

May 1992/PINUP; Rick Rude, COLOR 
FEATURES: Hogan, Sting & Muta vs. 
Steiners, Savage-Roberts. 

June 1992/P/NUP: Dustin Rhodes, COL- 
OR FEATURES; Piper interview, Abdul- 
lah-Cactus, Flair-Savage, Justice. 

July 1992/PINUP: Randy Savage. COL- 
OR FEATURES: Best of the Best, Flair, 
U.S,-Japan, Savage. 

September 1992/PINUP: Nikita Koloff. 
FEATURES: Justice, Sting-Savage, Back- 
lund, Steiners, Michaels. 

October 1992/PINUP: Cactus Jack. FEA- 
TURES: Savage vs. Warrior, Embry- 
Moondogs, Z-Man, Japan fire match. 
November 1992/PINUP: The Ultimate 
Warrior. FEATURES: British Bulldog, Un- 
dertaker, Steiners, Honky Tonk Man 
interview. 

December 1992/PINUP: Big Van Vader: 
FEATURES; PWI 500, Bossman-Nailz, 
Watt & WCW rules, Justice interview. 
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August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, lron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include; Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Kolofis, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestie- 
mania, Zbyszko ys. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 


November 1985/Stories include; Steam- 


boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch, 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include; Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Siories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n' Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories Include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
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September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include; Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 


October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes, 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 


January 1988/Siories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. * 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include; Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 

ers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 


gan-Race, R&R Exp,, Rich, Honky Tonk. 


birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 


Be sure to fill 


November 1988/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Kerry, Luger, Muraco, 
Freebirds. : 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
érs of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&A Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Arn, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting. 
March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Ultimate. 

1989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
po Bad Co., Taylor. 
June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat-Fiair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Cornette. 
September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Piliman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 
November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
December 1989/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 
January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. 
February 1990/Stories include: War- 
riors-Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 
April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade 
"89, Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 
May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-Ulti- 
mate, Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 
June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Jarrett. 
July 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Sting, Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake. 
August 1990/Stories include: Luger- 
Flair, Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. 
October 1990/Stories include: Sting, Le- 
gion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 


BACK ISSUES OF a 


in the gaps in your 


collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! . 


Decembe r 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Sting, Kerry, Comette, Zbyszko. 
January 1991/Stories include: LOD, Ad- 
ams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk. 

February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Martel, Sting, all-annoying team. 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. 
April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter. 
May 1991/Stories include: Savage-War- 
rior, Steiners, Sting, Virgil. 

June 1991/Stories include: Steiners, 
LOD, Koloff, -C belt, Dundees. 

July 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Virail, 
Funk, Nastys, Steiners, Spivey. 

Au 1991/Stories include: Warrior- 
Undertaker, Steiners, Flair, Steamboat. 
September 1991/Stories include: Jus- 
tice-Hogan, Hyatt, Rude, Hennig. 
October 1991/Stories include: Savage 
& Liz, Hogan & Warrior, Luger. 
November 1991/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Savage, Luger, Flair, War Games. 
December 1991/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, York, Simmons. 
January 1992/Stories include: Sting, 
Freebirds, Hart, Rhodes, Rotundo. 
February 1992/Stories include: Luger, 
Hart, Patriot, Rude, Thesz-Rogers. 
March 1992/Stories include: Hogan- 
Flair, Steiners, Badd, Survivor Series. 
April 1992/Stories include: Hart, 
Steiners, Liger-Pillman, Roberts, 

May 1992/Stories include: Justice-Ho- 
gan, Liger, Gilbert, Repo Man. 

June 1992/Stories include: Sting, Ho- 
gan, Race, M.A. Bagwell, Atlas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Vader, Sherri/Michaels, Madusa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Savage- 
Flair, Jack-Badd, Christopher, LOD. 
September 1992/Stories include: War 
Games, Hogan, Vader, Kamala. 
October 1992/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, Steiner-Muta, Simmons. 
November 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Warrior, Vader, top rope rule. 
December 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Ramon, Heavenly Bodies, Jarrett. 


SS 


| INSIDE WRESTLING 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO; i 
J avers OMARS2 CiNOVes GAPRE7 NOES CiMAYS2 -V. SPORTS ONLY 
FEB76 [APRE2 ()DECS4 [\MAY87 ([IDECSS L[IJUNES2 BOX 48 | 
| (i MAR76 Ei MArea HAJAN@5 (JUNEB7 [IJAN9O [uULY92 2 CE E. NY 11571 $3 00 EACH | 
CAUG76 (JUNEG2 [\FEB8S (iJULY87 COFEBE80 [AUGS2 OCKVILLE NTR 2 
Gloct7s (JULY82 OMAR65 ()AUGS7 (APR90 (ISEPTS2 3 
| Gnov7e MAUGB2 [APR8S [)SEPT87 ([MAY90 (JOCT92 | 
| ona rath COMAY85 [)OCTB7 CWUNESO CINOVS2 
F oct j 7 } DEC 92 F 
PSS REINCNSS LTLARYES? cee ee a Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ (U.S. FUNDS | 
moct77 CDEC82 ([AUGES (\JANS8 [1SEPT90 ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY | 
(2MAR7e@ (FEBS CSEPT85 CiFEBBS [COCTS0 
KAPR78 IO MAR83 [IOCT8S [CIMARB8 [LNOV9O : | 
(OEC7s CAPR83 FINOV8S [APREs (7 DEC9O 
(JAN79 OMAY83 [JDECS8S fMAY88 (VANS Name | 
(QFEB79 (\JUNES3 [IJAN86 fFiJUNES88 (FEBQ1 
| MAPR79 ([JULY63 CFEBSS FiJULY88 [MARI | 
|AJUNE79 (/AUGS3 [)MAR&6 [AUG88 [) APRO1 ress Apt. 
| (QSEPT79 CSEPT@3 MAPRB6 [lOCTsa [i MAY91 nua mt 
(9FEB80 [1OCTB3 [iMAY86 ONOV88 [| JUNES1 l 
if MAY6O \/NOV83 [JJUNE86 CiDECeB [JULY 91 
\JUNE80 [/DEC83 CIJULYS86 CIJANS9 [) AUGS1 City | 
TAUGSO [MAR84 [/AUGS6 CIFEBe9 ([iSEPTs1 
(1SEPT¢0 OOAPR64 [SEPT@6 DCMARBS [ocTat | 
(QNOVAaO [MAY84 ([OCT86 CIMAY8s [)NOVSi State Zip. 
| JAN 81 JUNE84 [NOV8S CIJUNES9 [)DECS1 5 ; | 
OAPR81 (JULY84 C)pECes (CJULY@s [5 JAN92 For all orders except the U.S., you must add $1.50 for every back issue ordered for boat mail, and 
DO MAY81) (JAUG84 [JAN87 [JAUG89 FEBS? every back Issue ordered rmail '| money order 
(USEPT81 |) SEPT84 OFEBB7 [ISEPT89 [> MARG2 FOND: fot = sel y omy: ! 
| cFepez 0cTes Garey Soctes Caprse Please allow 46 weeks for delivery | 
In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
a cd a a fd ca ei ee ee eo ee el 


Steamboat 


It's hot fun in the summertime as Ricky Steamboat 
takes on Rick Rude in an Ironman Challenge Match 
and the All-American Steiner Brothers defend their 
World Tag Team Title against the deadly duo of Terry 
Gordy and Steve “Dr. Death” Williams. Cactus Jack 
is determined to demolish WCW Heavyweight 
Champion Sting in an all-out brawl where a pin 
anywhere —in or out of the ring — on the Gulf Coast 
wins the match! Feel the heat when Missy Hyatt and 
Madusa battle in a bikini competition for the title of 
First Lady of WCW. 


(120 minutes.) $39.95 
q Send to: plus $4 jens 
T.V. Sports Video Inc. Hiiwe ante 
P.O. Box 1003 ONLY 
Darien, CT 06820 


Visa or MasterCard RAE 


Call Toll Free: 
1-800-729-0360 MAT: : 
Please send me copies of 


WCW Beach Blast. 


Please indicate method of payment: 


1 Check or money order (enclosed and 
payable to T.V. Sports Video) 


O Visa 
# = 2 


| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
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# 


Exp. Date: mo. yr. 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


Zip 


Video $ 
Sales Tax: in CT add 6%, in NY add 8 1/2% 


Plus $4 postage and handling for each tape 


Total $ 


(Allow up to four weeks for delivery. Foreign orders must include $6 
lor each tape ordered fo cover air mail postage and handling. 

INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL; only United 
States NTSC system compatible. Videocassettes: guaranteed against 
detects only. Defective tapes will be replaced with a duplicate when 
returned within 10 days of receipt. Please include written information 
regarding the defect and send to address above, No other returns 
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DRESSING ROOM DOOR 


(Continued from page 12) 


ic 


The return of the Rock 'n' Rolls (above) means the return of their crazed fans. Reformed 
rulebreaker Nikolai Volkoff (opposite) has been put in a position of enforcing the rules. 


stream. | can appreciate fan favor- 
ites and so-called rulebreakers. In 
fact, | think | have a pretty objec- 
tive view of the sport. 

But whenever | praise Honky 
Tonk or condemn the Rock ’n’ 
Rolls, my editors and you readers 
accuse me of trying to imitate Ed- 
die Eliner. Well, that’s another 
reason why | don’t like the Rock 
’n’ Rolls. They incite emotions 
that get me into trouble. 

Which is exactly what hap- 
pened. There was a lot more to 
this column—l! basically went on 
an on about the Rock ’n’ Rolls— 
but my editors thought | went a 
little too far. On second thought, 
they were probably right, but you 
probably would’ve enjoyed it 
anyway. 

As for Morton and Gibson, they 
probably would’ve hired a lawyer 
and sued my journalistic butt. Of 
course, | wouldn’t have this prob- 
lem if they'd just run away and 
hide. 

Or maybe the Rock ’n’ Rolls 
should follow the lead of Nikolai 
Volkoff. Just retire and get a nice 
quiet desk job. 

Thing is, Nikolai Volkoff doesn’t 
have a nice quiet desk job. May- 


be it seems that way when you 
read his job description, but reality 
is a bit tougher. 

Volkoff, a former WWF World 
tag team champ (with The Iron 
Sheik), was recently named chair- 
man of the Wrestling Independent 
Network’s Championship and 
Competition Committee. 

WIN, based in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, hired Volkoff because of his 
vast skills in dealing with rule- 
breakers and his knowledge of 
the game. Volkoff will be used oc- 
casionally as a special referee. 

“| couldn’t think of a better man 
for the job,” said Jeff Capo, who 
formerly assumed those duties. 
“Everyone respects this man. 
He’s proven his worth as a wres- 
tler and as a U.S. citizen. He’s 
truly earned this position.” 

Now, here is something to ad- 
mire. Volkoff is the perfect exam- 
ple of a wrestler who turned his 
life around and realized that not 
everything about America is bad. 

The mighty Russian was once 
one of the most heinous rule- 
breakers in our sport. He was ba- 
sically the big, bad, bald commu- 
nist who came to the U.S. to 
teach us lazy Americans a lesson 
in any way possible. 


| don’t have one single fond 


memory of Volkoff. It’s hard to 
believe that he’ll now have to pun- 
ish rulebreakers instead of teach- 
ing them. But in WIN, he'll be 
forced to legislate against such 
men as The Lords of Darkness, 
The Sandman, and Max 
Thrasher. 

Volkoff used to make these 
guys look like choir boys. 

“| have not forgotten my past, 
and this might seem strange, but 
| am proud of it, too,’”’ Volkoff told 
me. ‘| accomplished a great deal 
in wrestling and | do not have to 
apologize for the way it was done. 
If people have a problem with 
that, it does not bother me.” But 
how can this former rulebreaker 
have changed so much? 

“| did what | was allowed to 
do,” Volkoff said. “In my new fed- 
eration, people will not be allowed 
to do what | did. Some call it rule- 
breaking, | call it taking advantage 
of your opportunities. People like 
Max Thrasher will not have the 
same opportunities.” 

Fascinating. So Volkoff hasn’t 
changed. We can all decide over 
the next few months whether 
that’s good or bad. The eyes of 
the wrestling world will be on Vol- 
koff as he begins his new job. 

Now, as for The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express ... O 


AN EX CLUSIVE aa FROM 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE WORLD’S ee ae 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE 


Now you can join the ranks of wrestling’ $ greatest superstars and be featured on the cover of 
wrestling’s largest-selling magazine, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


And it’s easy—you don’t have to spend 10 years 
as a professional wrestler. . . you don’t have to 
become engaged in one of wrestling’s toughest 
feuds . . . you don’t even have to win the WWF or 
WCW World titles! 


All you've got to do is have a sharp, in-focus color 
photo of yourself. Any size will do, but it must be a 
clear, color photo. 


FOTOZINES will take your photo and place you / 
on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. It's that / 
easy. And the result is a beautiful, heavy 

laminated cover enclosed in a highest-quality 
lucite frame suitable for hanging on the wall of/, 
your room or office 


The low price of only $19.95 (plus $3.00 shipping — 
and handling) includes your photo on the cover of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus the lucite frame. And 
you can order additional 

framed copies of that cover for only $14.95 ea. 
(plus $3.00 shipping and handling) 

It’s the perfect present for the wrestling fan on 
your gift list. 

Order yours today! 

Mae TO: 

FOTOZINES/Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
P.O. Box 747 

Windermere, Florida 32786 


Sirs: Please put me on the cover of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | have enclosed a clearly 
focused, color photograph that I'd like to have reproduced on a cover. | understand that my 
photo will be returned in its original condition, along with my Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
FOTOZINE cover plus a special lucite frame. | have enclosed a check or money order 
(payable to FOTOZINES) for the amount as indicated below: 


ITEM QUANTITY PRICE 
FOTOZINE (including lucite frame) one $19.95 
Duplicate framed FOTOZINES $14.95 ea. 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING ($3.00 per item) $ 
Florida Residents add 5% sales tax $ 

TOTAL: $ 
NAME: 
ADDRESS 
CITY: STATE: ZIP: 


FOTOZINES also accepts VISA and MasterCard orders. 
( )VISA Account Number: Exp.Date: 
( )MasterCard Account Number: Exp.Date: 
YOUR SIGNATURE: 

Allow 3-4 weeks: for delivery. 
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“Il was too disconnected to 
even think it could be an impos- 
tor,’ he says. “Which clearly 
shows the scars of my heritage. 
Why on earth would a security of- 
ficer kick me in my head? It is an 
absurd thought. 

“This will sound funny, but 
when | discovered the truth, a 
small part of me was relieved. 
Had it been a real officer, | might 
have been forced to move back to 
Lithuania.” 

Koloff’s “relief” was short-lived, 
however. Madusa’s vicious karate 
kick weakened Koloff enough to 
cost him the match, as Rude 
pinned him shortly thereafter. As 
Koloff fans are well-aware, Nikita 
does not like to lose. 

“Ever since | turned my back 
on them, The Dangerous Alliance 
has been desperate to gain re- 
venge,”’ he said bitterly. “This 
Madusa nonsense was a good 
tactic. It worked. | was made to 
look foolish, then | lost the match. 
| accept the humiliation and offer 
them an old Russian proverb: The 
bleeding bear eats villages for 
dessert. 

“The Alliance will not survive 
this year. They are just like the 
Horsemen before it. These units 
all self-destruct. | will crush Rick 
Rude and win the U.S. title, and | 
will hurt Paul E. Dangerously. He 
deserves a beating, a physical 
one. A man with his ego can with- 
stand humiliation. Words roll off 
his back. But real pain he cannot 
fathom. A broken hip perhaps, or 
a cracked clavicle. That is lan- 
guage that will gain his attention. 
And that is his destiny.” 

What about his attacker? What 
does Nikita have in store for 
Madusa? 

“It is a hard riddle to solve,” 
Koloff explains. “Women where | 
come from are very strong. They 
work as hard as men and must 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from page 16) 


Koloff believes that although she is a woman, Madusa (left) must be held responsible for 


her actions. He is also adamant about dethroning Rick Rude (right) as U.S. champion. 


hold the family together. | admire 
Madusa for her strength. If | hit 
her, then | am singled out as a 
villain. But | have survived that 
label before. 

“One thing is sure: She will not 
continue her free ride. | am not 
telling her to quit the ring. | am 
not threatening her, as | did Dan- 
gerously. | am just saying to her 
that she must accept responsibil- 
ity for her actions. Let her inter- 
pret that as she will.” 

The response from the other 
camp was predictable. Rude was 
more interested in my love life 
than he was in any possible dan- 
ger posed by the ‘Russian 
Nightmare.” 

“Lizzy, you know that guy is 
washed up,” Rude crowed. “He’s 
a windbag. He blames the loss on 
Madusa? | could have pinned him 
anytime during that match. | just 
wanted Madusa to have a little 
fun, that’s all.” 

From Dangerously came this 
comment: ‘Nikita was right—l am 
guilty of poor judgment. | must’ve 


taken too many Sinutabs when | 
asked him to join the Alliance. 
Damn that hay fever! | just hope 
my fellow Alliance members can 


forgive my temporarily 
overmedicated lapse in 
judgment.” 


And, of course, Madusa was 
anything but silent about Nikita’s 
“threats.” 

“If that boy wants me so badly, 
| give you permission to disclose 
my address, phone number, and 
favorite places | shop,” she said 
haughtily. “I'll give him a daily itin- 
erary if he wants one. I’m not 


scared of anyone, especially 
some sorry cueball-headed 
communist.” 


“It is a sorry condition these 
people find themselves in,” Koloff 
concluded. ‘“‘They expect me to 
fear them. If only they knew how 
pathetic they seem to me. They’d 
die of embarrassment.” 

With that comment, Koloff 
smiled. It was the first time I’d 
seen him smile since this whole, 
sordid feud with Rude began. CL) 


JUST FOUND: 


A VERY SPECIAL 
SELECTION OF 


PREMIUM BACK ISSUES 


AUGUST 1985 
WRESTLER features a 
four-page full-color souvenir 
section highlighting 12 of the 
greatest. athletes of the 
Wrestler years. Also in- 
cluded are stories on: The \p-ywmprr—e Jam 
Road Warriors, Magnum T.A., oe 
and Terry Taylor. 


SEPTEMBER 1988 
INSIDE WRESTLING 
includee a bonus four-page 
section examining 
Of Guts And Gio- 
jhting WrestleMan- 
~ tv, Crockett Cup, and Pa- 
fade of Champions. Also 
here: full-color coverage of 


‘ae &. Jey Lawler's AWA World ti 
joe Weel tie victory over Curt Hennig! 


MARCH 1990 

INSIDE WRESTLING 
looks back at the decade of 
the '80s with a dazzling eight- 
page full-color section and a 
year-by-year review. Also in- 
cluded are stories on; Bobby 
Heenan, Ric Flair, and Paul 
Orndorff. 


JANUARY 1986 
WRESTLER includes a 
dynamic four-page full-color 
section celebrating the 10 
greatest wrestlers of the 
Wrestler years. Featured 
in color: Bruno Sammartino, 
Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, and 
Dusty Rhodes. Also included 
are stories on: Ric Flair, Kerry 
Von Erich, and Tommy Rich, 


Oe winter 1988 
Wrestler 


WRESTLER ANNUAL 
showcases SummerSlam 

‘88 in a breathtaking four: 
~ page full-color section, Also 
" included are stories on: Adri- 
an Adonis and Bruiser Brody, 
Don Muraco, and a Q&A 
with Lex Luger. 


DECEMBER 1990 
WRESTLER brings you 
to SummerSlam '90 with four 
pages of full-color, including 
coverage of Hulk Hogan vs. 
Earthquake, The Ultimate 
Warrior vs. Rick Rude, and 
Kerry Von Erich vs. Curt 
Hennig, Also included are sto- 
ries on; Stan Hansen, Arn An- 
derson, and The Ultimate 
Warrior. 


Over the past few years, these special issues of 
The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling have become 
coveted by collectors the world over. Now, in limit- 
ed quantities, they are available for direct delivery 
right to your mailbox at the incredible collectors’ 
price of just $5 each! 


APRIL 1988 

WRESTLER examines 
“Wrestling’s Greatest Day" 
with a four-page full-color sec- 
tion including all the action of 
Starrcade '87 and The Survi- 
vor Series, plus AWA and 
World Class spectaculars. 
Also included are stories on: 
Lex Luger, Tito Santana & 
Rick Martel, and The Midnight 
Rockers. 


AUGUST 1989 
WRESTLER showcases 
SuperCard Sunday with a dy- 
namic four-page full-color sec- 
tion featuring WrestleMania V 
and Clash of the Champions 
VI. Also included are stories 
on: Randy Savage, Great 
Muta, and Ted DiBiase. 


Witce lic 


OCTOBER 1991 
WRESTLER was the 
25th anniversary celebration 
of the fongest continuously 
published wrestling magazine, 
Highlights include: 12 color 
pages of the greatest photos 
ever, @ year-by-rear review of 
the hot Wrestler stories 
(1966-1991), and a ranking of 
the top 25 wrestlers of the 
past 25 years, 


ONLY $5 EACH! 


0 AUGUST 1985 
WRESTLER 

() JANUARY 1986 
WRESTLER 

C) APRIL 1988 
WRESTLER 

O WINTER 1988 
WRESTLER ANNUAL 
Ci AUGUST 1989 
WRESTLER 

(1) MARCH 1990 
INSIDE WRESTLING 
(1) DECEMBER 1990 
WRESTLER 
CIOCTOBER 1991 
WRESTLER 
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T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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| enclose $ 
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State Zip = 
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U.S. funds only. 


OWN A PIECE OF 
WRESTLING HISTORY! 


In the March 1990, March 1991, and 
March 1992 editions, Sports Review 
Wrestling featured bonus FULL-COL- 
OR “Year In Pictures” sections! All the 
feuds, title changes, controversies, and 
dramas of each year are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peak-action 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can bring them to you! 
Copies of these collectors’ issues are 
only $5 each. Supplies are limited, so 
order today! 


I Make check or money order payable | 


| and send to: | 
|Tv sports Only $5 Each 
| BOX 48 | 


| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 | 


Please rush me —— issues of | 
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THE INSIDER 


(Continued from page 14) 


Should Bob Backlund regain the WWF 
World title, it would be a remarkable story, 
but not as remarkable as his reign of nearly 
six years between 1978 and 1983. 


longer than Hulk Hogan! 

Say, miracle of miracles, Back- 
lund manages to recapture the 
WWF title. Would he not then in- 
stantly become the most remark- 
able sports story of this era? 

Of course not. Because you 
can bet that there are plenty more 
remarkable stories where that one 
came. from. Maybe it was Buddy 
Rogers demanding parts of Bud- 
dy Landell—and meaning it—a 
few months before his death. Or 
Ric Flair’s (remember him?) per- 
formance at the Royal Rumble 
scant days after | penned his pro- 
fessional obituary with tears 
streaming down my face. 


In this sport, no one is ever 
counted out unless the coroner 
signs their death certificate. Face 
it, if a no-talent megawaste like 
Sgt. Slaughter can reclaim the 
gold, anyone can. Of course, for 


every successful resurrection 
(Steve Williams, Randy Savage, 
The Road Warriors), there are 
dozens of pathetic, ill-conceived 
comebacks by wrestlers who nev- 
er earned their merits in the first 
place. Men who are hoping to 
sneak one last payday past an 
unsuspecting and trusting public. 

And don’t mention Dick Slater, 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, Andre 
the Giant, The Barbarian, The 
“New” Fantastics, or others of 
their ilk in these quarters. Their 
chances of capturing a major title 
at their ages is remote at best, 
nearing impossible. 


The question | am most asked 
by curious readers is: Don’t you 
feel like a schmo when a man 
you’ve condemned to the ash 
heap sneaks out and wins a title? 
These people fail to understand 
the basic agreement between ath- 
letes and sportswriters. 

Athletes are paid exceptional 
sums of money to perform— 
which means they must consis- 
tently duplicate their best effort to 
satisfy the public. No one cares if 
a preliminary wrestler loses most 
of his matches. But when a su- 
perstar making millions turns in a 
bad streak, well, it’s time to sharp- 
en the poison pen and condemn 
him to hell—even though, in all 
likelihood, that athlete will turn it 
around. 

We in the press box (and in the 
seats) suffer slumps poorly. Our 
expectations of athletes are way 
beyond normal. If, in our jobs, we 
were held to the same daily, pub- 
lic scrutiny, most of us would 
break down. 

You say, pay me $3-million a 
year and I'll take the chance. Ex- 
actly. Our bargain is written in dol- 
lars, ink, and blood. The athlete 
takes the money, he better per- 
form—or be prepared to read 
about it the next day. 

| am in the business of canon- 
ization and doomsaying; | make 
saints and devils with the punch 
of a typewriter key. Thus |, too, 
am at risk. | remember once pre- 
dicting the end for The Legion of 
Doom. They lost their nerve, their 
vitality, | thundered in print, my 
voice the voice of God. And sure 
enough, the LOD became mired 
in a four-month slump. | looked 
like a genius. Three months later, 
Hawk and Animal captured the 
WWF World tag team title and 
were ranked number one in the 
world. 

_ Which means only one thing is 
really certain: What | write today 
is definitely, without doubt, the 
complete truth—or it may not 
be. O 


| ihe defect and send to address above No other returns allowed.) 


ALL NEW BEST OF WOMEN’S 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING. 


ial 
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NOWHERE TO HIDE 

It's a display of action with three wild tag-team matches and 
two individual matches in prime WWW excitement! Sindy 
Paradise vs. Judy Martin. Reggie Bennett & Shelly Francis 
vs. The Nasty Girls. Terri Power & Denise Storm vs. Bad, 
Black, and Beautiful. Much More! 29 minutes / $14.95 


SINGLE TAPES JUST 


°14°5 


POWER AND GLORY 
Five matches that shuffle the WWW's rankings-who takes 
the next step toward superstardom? Denise Storm vs. Despina 
Mantagas. Sindy Paradise vs. Magnificent Mimi. Terri Power 
vs. Lei Lani Kai. Team America vs. The Nasty Girls. Bambi vs. 
Candi Divine. 29 minutes / $14.95 
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RICHTER SCALE WRESTLING 

It's an earthquake of action as Thirteen WWW Stars put 
iton the line in this non-stop edition. The Beast vs. Mighty 
Mites. Bad, Black and Beautiful vs. Reggie Bennett & 
Shelly Francis. Much more! 30 minutes / $14.95 


Ap» 


SPECIAL INSIDE EDITION 

Here's the untold story behind your favorite WWW stars— 

revealed in-depth for the first time! Bambi vs. Nasty Linda. 

Reggie Bennett vs. Rustee Thomas. Malia Hosaka vs. Nasty 
Kat. Special Edition interview with Reggie Bennett. 

30 minutes / $14.95 


Visa or MasterCard Call 


@ ; 
Toll Free: 1-800-729-0360 1 Nowhere to Hide 


12 Power and Glory $14.95 
Or send this order form to: (13 Richter Scale Wrestling $14.95 
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It's World War Ill when the Three Super 
Powers Clash! International champions fight 

r the ultimate honor in an unforgettable 
battle between the U.S., Russia and Japan! 

hampions against champions until there's 
only ONE! An awesome display of power un- 
leashed in 10 grueling matches between the 

orld’s toughest men, locked in brutal combat 
for the Real World's Title. Brutal ring action 
taped before 54,000 fans in Tokyo, Japan! 
Two hours for only $29.95 
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FLAIR 
(Continued from page 28) 


But Flair would vehemently dis- 
agree. He’d trade in all of his pre- 
SummerSlam title matches for 
one shot at the SummerSlam 
match itself. “Ric Flair is one man 
who shines brightest under the 
big spotlight,” said former NWA 
World champion Terry Funk, who 
feuded with Flair in 1989. “He’s a 
different wrestler in the high-pro- 
file match, when the whole world 
is watching. His ego is his biggest 
strength—and his biggest 
weakness.” 

Another of Flair’ss weaknesses 
is not being man enough to ac- 
cept responsibilty -for his failures. 
He has blamed everybody but 
himself for not getting the 
SummerSlam main event. Heck, 
Flair’s the former champion, isn’t 
he? Doesn’t he deserve all of the 
title matches? 

Absolutely not. He deserves a 
handful. In boxing, he’d get one. 

How about poor ol’ battered 
and bewildered Curt Hennig, who 


Flair wouldn’t be battling Savage for the 
title (right) if he had won at WrestleMania 
(below), a loss he and ‘executive consul- 
tant” Mr. Perfect vehemently protested. 


helped Flair every step of the way 
to the World title win. Where was 
Hennig when the SummerSlam 
92 card was finalized? 

“From what | hear, he was bat- 
tling pretty hard in Flair’s corner,” 
one WWF insider said. “But the 
powers that be were squarely 
against Flair-Savage.” 

Hennig, however, made up for 
this by getting the Savage match- 
es for Flair. How did the “Nature 
Boy” thank him? He_ hasn't 
thanked him at all. In fact, Flair 
Criticizes Hennig every chance he 
gets. It is not a perfect situation 
for Mr. Perfect. 

This is not the Flair we used to 
know. Actually, the old Flair would 
have had no trouble regaining the 
title from Savage. He probably 
never would have lost it to him in 
the first place. 

What happened to the Flair 
who turned in that brilliant effort at 
the Royal Rumble and won the 
title? He must have realized then, 
as he knew all along, that perfor- 
mance is what counts in this 
sport. Complaining usually gets a 
wrestler nowhere. 

What happens when a baseball 
player argues a strike call? 

Nothing. 

What happens when a football 
player argues a pass interference 
call? 

Nothing. 

We have no doubt Flair is wast- 
ing valuable energy and time. Be- 
fore long, the matches against 
Savage will end. If the WWF 
doesn’t stop them, the fans will 
be no longer attending live cards 
on which Flair-Savage is the main 
event. 

The true shame here is that a 
great athlete is behaving and per- 
forming abysmally. The old Flair 
knew actions speak much louder 
than words. The new Flair is all 
talk and no action. 

The man who broke a record 
for most world title reigns is begin- 
ning to sound like a_ broken 
record. 0D 


8 CLASSIC WRESTLING VIDEOS 
A MUST FOR COLLECTORS 


WRESTLING GOLD 


THESE WRESTLING HALL OF FAME VIDEO CASSETTES 
CONTAIN COMPLETE MATCHES AND ACTION 


HIGHLIGHTS. RUNNING TIME 43-57 MIN. EACH! 
WRESTLING GOLD I WRESTLING GOLD II 
VOL.10 VOLioO 
Rock 'n’ Roll Express vs. Randy Savage Randy “Macho Man" Savage vs. 


& Lanny Poffo 

Hulk Hogan vs. Jerry Lawler 

Nick Bockwinkel vs. Manny Fernandez 

The Sheik vs. Mark Lewin 

David & Kerry Von Erich vs. Gene Yates 
& Baron Knupp 

The Fabulous Blonds vs, PYT Express 

The Road Warriors vs. Austin Idol & 
Jerry Lawler 


VOL.20 

Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler (Cage) 

The Samoans vs. Ted DiBiase & Bob Roop 

B. Sammartino & Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Ernie Ladd & Baron Von Raschke 

Tully Blanchard vs. Manny Fernandez 

Rick Rude vs. Jerry Lawler 

The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser & Little 

Bruiser vs. Blackjack Mulligan, 

Bobby Heenan & Blackjack Lanza 


VOL.30 

Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Phil Hickerson & The Spoiler 

Rock "n" Roll Express vs. 

Randy Savage & Lanny Poffo 

Dick Slater vs. Dory Funk Jr. 

The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Cage) 
The Fabulous Blonds vs. 

Al Perez & Manny Fernandez 

Terry Funk vs. Harley Race 

Pepper Gomez vs. The Bounty Hunter 


VOL.40 

Austin Idol vs. Jim Neidhart 

Junkyard Dog vs. Butch Reed 

Rick Rude, Jim Neidhart, Ox Baker & 
The Japanese Assassin vs. Robert Reed, 
Tiger Mask, Keith Eric & Mad Dog 

King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler 

Terry Funk vs. Mark Lewin 

Tommy Rich vs. Massai Ito 

Jerry Lawler vs, Kamala 

Ray Stevens, Blackjack Mulligan & Baron 
Von Raschke vs. The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser 

& Sailor Art Thomas 


SEND ME ALL FOUR VOLUMES ABOVE [] 


"Ravishing” Rick Rude 
The Sheik vs. Andre the Giant 
Pampero ys. Jeff Doney 
Bruiser Brody& Scott Casey vs. Kelly 
Kiniski & The Spoiler 
Chief Jay Strongbow vs. 
Bulldog Don Kent (Cage Match) 
King Kong Bundy & "Ravishing” Rick Rude 
vs. Jerry Lawler & Randy “Macho Man” Savage 


VOL.20 

The Wrestling Bear 

Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) vs. 
Andre the Giant 

Arm Wrestling: Tommy Rich vs. Rick Rude 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Randy Savage ys. Austin Idol 

Bobby Heenan vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis 


VOL.30 
Nick Bockwinkel vs. Terry Allen 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 


95 E ACH 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 
The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 


Fy 
Bobo Brazil vs. Michael Angelo 


Chief Wahoo McDaniel vs. Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 


VOL.40 
The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Mud Match) 
Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 
Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
vs. The Outlaw 
Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey& Terry Allen 
Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel &Tommy Rogers & 
Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates &The Grapplers 


SEND ME ALL4 VOLUMES ABOVE [] 
EITHER 4 VOLUME SET FOR 


YES! SEND ALL8 VOLUMES FOR JUST $119.95 L] __ onzy$59.95 111! 


Send to: T.V. Sports Video, Inc. 
P.O.Box 1672 
Greenwich, CT 06836 


UPS Postage & Handling Charges 


1-3 Videos add $3.00 
4-8 Videos add $6.00 


Visa & MasterCard orders: 1-800-729-0360 VHS FORMAT ONLY 
Please send me the videos I checked above. I have enclosed payment for each video 
plus postage & handling charges. I will allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. 


VISA # EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
MASTERCARD # EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
Name 

Street Address Apt. # 

City State Zip Code 


For overseas customers: These tapes do not come in PAL format/Only NTSC format. 
Foreign orders add $6,00 per video for air mail delivery. Exchanges on defective tapes 
only! International money orders in US funds only. 
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TOP 15 


1—RON SIMMONS 
(-) WCW World champion 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 
(1) WWF World champion 


3—RICK RUDE 
(5) WCW U.S. champion 


wcw 


1—RON SIMMONS 
(8) 260, Warner Robins, GA 


2—RICK RUDE 
(2) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 


3—BIG VAN VADER 
(1) 445, Denver, CO 


WWF 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
(1) 245, Sarasota, FL 
2—BRET HART 
(2) 235, Calgary, Alberta 


3—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
(4) 275, Queens, NY 


MOST POPULAR 


1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
Last month: No. 1 Most Popular 


2—RON SIMMONS 
Last month: No. 7 Most Popular 


3—STING 
Last month: No. 2 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 


1—JAKE ROBERTS 
Last month: unrated 
2—RIC FLAIR 
Last month: No. 2 Most Hated 


3—RICK RUDE 
Last month: No. 3 Most Hated 


TAG TEAMS 


4—BRET HART 
(3) WWF I-C champion 


5—BIG VAN VADER 
(2) No. 2 contender: WCW title 


8—TONY ANTHONY 
(-) Smoky Mountain champion 


9—KAMALA 
(-) No. 3 contender: WWF title 


6—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 10—DAVEY BOY SMITH 


(7) No. 2 contender: WWF title 


7—EDDIE GILBERT 
(-) USWA champion 


4—STEVE AUSTIN 
(5) 241, Dallas, TX 


5—NIKITA KOLOFF 

(9) 275, Lithuania 
6—STING 

(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 


7—JAKE ROBERTS 
(-) 246, Stone Mountain, GA 


4—KAMALA 

(13) 360, Uganda 
5—DAVEY BOY SMITH 

(5) 245, Leeds, England 
6—RIC FLAIR 

(3) 243, Minneapolis, MN 


7—THE UNDERTAKER 
(7) 320, Dallas, TX 


4—BRET HART 
Last month: No. 4 Most Popular 
5—JERRY LAWLER 
Last month: No. 6 Most Popular 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 
Last month: No. 5 Most Popular 


7—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last month: No. 3 Most Popular 


4—BIG VAN VADER 
Last month: No, 1 Most Hated 


5—THE MOUNTIE 

Last month: No, 4 Most Hated 
6—CACTUS JACK 

Last month: No. 5 Most Hated 


7—EDDIE GILBERT 
Last month: No. 9 Most Hated 


(-) No. 1 contender: I-C title 


11—STEVE AUSTIN 
(11) WCW TV champion 


8—DUSTIN RHODES 
(13) 254, Austin, TX 
9—CACTUS JACK 
- (12) 304, Truth Or Cons., NM 
10—SUPER INVADER 
(10) 256, Thailand 


11—RICK STEAMBOAT 
(6) 238, Honolulu, HI 


8—CRUSH 
(14) 310, Honolulu, HI 
9—RICK MARTEL 
(8) 236, Quebec City, Quebec 
10—THE MOUNTIE 
(6) 232, Montreal, Quebec 
11—RAZOR RAMON 
(-) 291, Minneapolis, MN 


8—THE UNDERTAKER 


Last month: No. 10 Most Popular 


9—NIKITA KOLOFF 
Last month: unrated 


10—DUSTIN RHODES 


Last month: unrated 


11—CRUSH 


Last month: No. 8 Most Popular 


8—SHAWN MICHAELS 


Last month: No. 7 Most Hated 


9—STEVE AUSTIN 


Last month: No. 8 Most Hated 


10—RICK MARTEL 
Last month: unrated 


11—MIKE DAVIS 


Last month: No. 13 Most Hated 


12—NIKITA KOLOFF 
(-) No. 1 contender: U.S. title 


13—STING 

(4) No. 5 contender: WCW title 
14—RIC FLAIR 

(6) No. 4 contender: WWF title 


15—RENO RIGGINS 
(-) USWA Southern champion 


12—BARRY WINDHAM 
(7) 263, Sweetwater, TX 


13—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(14) 229, Cincinnati, OH 

14—JOHNNY B. BADD 
(-) 234, Macon, GA 


15—M.A. BAGWELL 
(-) 235, Marietta, GA 


12—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(10) 220, San Antonio, TX 


13—BiG BOSSMAN 

(11) 287, Cobb County, GA 
14—VIRGIL 

(15) 245, parts unknown 
15—PAPA SHANGO 

(12) 340, parts unknown 


12—SCOTT STEINER 

Last month: No. 9 Most Popular 
13—JEFF JARRETT 

Last month: No. 12 Most Populat 
14—RICK STEINER 

Last month: No. 11 Most Populai 


15—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Last month: No, 13 Most Populai 


12—PAPA SHANGO 

Last month: No. 6 Most Hated 
13—NAILZ 

Last month: No, 10 Most Hated 
14—SUPER INVADER 


Last month: unrated 


15—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
Last month: No. 12 Most Hated 


1—THE NATURAL DISASTERS 6—THE NASTY BOYS 11—OWEN HART & KOKO B. WARE 
(3) WWF World tag team champions (9) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag title (12) No. 4 contenders: WWF tag title 
2—TERRY GORDY & STEVE WILLIAMS | 7—DICKSLATER&GREG VALENTINE 1 12—BARON VON RASCHKE & BRAD RHEINGANS 
(1) WCW World tag team champions (-) No. 2 contenders: WCW tag title (-) PWA tag team champions 
3—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 8—THE LEGION OF DOOM 13—DOUG FURNAS & DAN KROFFAT 
(2) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag title (7) No. 3 contenders: WWF tag title (13) UWA tag team champions 
4—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER & TED DiBIASE = 9—BOBBY & JACKIE FULTON 14—THE MOONDOGS 
(4) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag title (-) Smoky Mountain tag team champions (5) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 


5—JEFF JARRETT & JERRY LAWLER 


(-) USWA tag team champions 


10—THE BLACKBIRDS 


(-) Global tag team champions 


15—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 


(-) No. 1 contenders: SMW tag title 


ALL-JAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KENTA KOBASHI & TSUYOSHI AIKUCHI 
(May 25, 1992; from Dan Kroffat & Doug Fumas; Miyago, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION; STAN HANSEN 
(anuary 28, 1992; from Jumbo Tsuruta; Chiba, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MASANOBU FUCHI 
(October 20, 1989; from Joe Malenko; Nagoya, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; JUMBO TSURUTA & AKIRA TAUE 
(March 4, 1992; from Steve Williams & Terry Gordy; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: STAN HANSEN 
(anuary 28, 1992; from Jumbo Tsuruta; Chiba, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S CHAMPION: SAKE HASEGAWA 
uly 15, 1992; from Mariko Yoshida; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ; BULL NAKANO 
(April 1, 1990; from Mitsuko Nishiwaki; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL JAPAN WOMEN'S PACIFIC CHAMPION: KYOKO INOUE 
(June 5, 1992; from Bison Kimura; Asahikawa, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MANAMI TOYOTA & TOSHYO YAMADA 
(March 20, 1992; from Aja Kong & Bison Kimura; Tokyo, Japan) 
CATCH WRESTLING ASSOCIATION CHAMPION: RAMBO 
(uly 6, 1991; from Big Van Vader; Graz, Austria) 


CATCH WRESTLING ASSOCIATION EUROPEAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ' 


MAD BULL BUSTER & LARRY CAMERON 
(July 11, 1992; for vacant title over Miles Zmo & Steve Regal; Graz, Austria) 
TCH WRESTLING ASSOCIATION INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(uly 11, 1992; from Bob Orton Jr. for vacant title; Graz, Austria) 
CATCH WRESTLING ASSOCIATION MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMPION: FRANZ SCHUHMANN 
uly 11, 1992; oe 


ECW CHAMPION: JIMMY 
(uly 12, 1992; from phere Hot Body; Philadelphia, PA) 
ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SUPER DESTROYERS 
(une 23, 1992; tournament final over Night Breed, Philadelphia, PA) 
GREAT LAKES CHAMPION: IVAN KOLOFF 
(uly 11, 1992; from Psycho Mike; Willowick, OH) 
GWF LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ALEX PORTEAU 
(uly 31, 1992; from Terry Simms; Dallas, TX) 
GWF NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: SCOTT PUTSKI 
(May 29, 1992; for vacant title over Johnny Mantell; Dallas, TX) 
GWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ICEMAN PARSONS & ACTION JACKSON 
(August 7, 1992; from Booker T. & Stevie Ray; Dallas, TX) 
GWF TV CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(Most recently held by Sam Houston) : 
TWA HEAVYWEIGHT s LARRY CAMERON 
(by IWA officials’ decision) 
IWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE THUNDERFOOTS 
(July 14, 1991; from The Terminators; Sydney, Australia) 
IWAU,S. CHAMPION: PRESTON STEELE 
(July 14, 1991; from Jules Strongbow; Sydney, Australia) 
IWA WOMEN'S CHAMPION: BAMBI 
(March 25, 1990; from Peggy Lee Leather; Palmetto, FL) 
IWCCW LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOE SAVOLDI 
(December 26; 1991; from The Tasmaniac; Monticello, NY) 
IWCCW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SIOUX WAR PARTY 
(May 9, 1992; tournament final over The Canadians; Hamburg, PA) 
(WF CHAMPION: BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
(February 28, 1992; from Mondo Kleen; Orlando, FL) 
IWF TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE LONGRIDERS 
(February 8, 1992; from The Heartbreakers; Orlando, FL) 
IWGP CHAMPION: THE GREAT MUTA 
(August 16, 1992; from Riki Choshu; Fukuoka, Japan) 
IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
(une 26, 1992; from Big Van Vader & Bam Bam Bigelow; Tokyo, Japan) 
IWGP JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JUSHIN LIGER 
(une 26, 1992; from El Samurai; Tokyo, Japan) 
LPWA CHAMPION: TERRI POWER 
(February 23, 1992; from Lady X; Rochester, MN) 
LPWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JUDY MARTIN & LELANI KAI 
(February 28, 1991; from Misty Blue Simmes & Heidi Lee Morgan; Laughlin, NV) 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


NAWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: HERCULES 
(une 13, 1992; from Tony Capone; Mt. Vernon, NY) 
NEW ZEALAND CHAMPION: BRUNO BEKKAR 
(December 12, 1987; from Johnny Garcia; Auckland, New Zealand) 
NWA CHAMPION: MASA CHONO 
(August 12, 1992; toumiament final over Rick Rude; Tokyo, Japan) 
NWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STEVE WILLIAMS & TERRY GORDY 
(July 12, 1992; toumament final over Bary Windham & Dustin Rhodes; Albany, GA) 
PWA CHAMPION: CHARLIE NORRIS 
(November 17, 1991; from Teijho Khan; Minneapolis, MN) 
PWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BRAD RHEINGANS & BARON VON RASCHKE 
(anuary 25, 1992; from The Punishers; Annandale, MN) 
PWF CHAMPION: STAN HANSEN 
(January 28, 1992; from Jumbo Tsuruta; Chiba, Japan) 
PWF INTERNATIONALL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JUMBO TSURUTA & AKIRA TAUE 
(March 4, 1992; from Steve Williams & Terry Gordy; Tokyo, Japan) 
SAPW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: NEIL SUPERIOR 
(anuary 11, 1992; from Helmut Hesler; Hagerstown, MD) 
* SAPW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE RINGLORDS 
(uly 24, 1992: from Rob Van Dam & Chazz Rocco; Clover, SC) 
%* SMOKY MOUNTAIN HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TONY ANTHONY 
(August 8, 1992; from Brian Lee; Johnson City, TN) 
* SMOKY MOUNTAIN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE FANTASTICS 
(August 8, 1992; from Stan Lane & Tom Prichard; Johnson City, TN) 
SUPER WORLD SPORTS TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; YOSHIAKI YATSU & HAKU 
(April 18, 1992; from Earthquake & Typhoon; Tokyo, Japan) 
* USWA CHAMPION: EDDIE GILBERT 
(uly 20, 1992; from Rick Morton; Memphis, TN) 
%* USWA SOUTHERN CHAMPION: RENO RIGGINS 
(August 10, 1992; from Brian Christopher; Memphis, TN) 
%* USWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JERRY LAWLER & JEFF JARRETT 
(August 17, 1992; from The Moondogs; Memphis, TN) 
UWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: EL CANEK 
Uuly 5, 1992; from Dos Caras; Naucalpcan, Mexico) 
UWF INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: GARY ALBRIGHT 
(May 8, 1992; toumament final over Nobuhiko Takada; Yokohama, Japan) 
WCW LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BRAD ARMSTRONG 
(uly 5, 1992; from Scotty Flamingo; Atlanta, GA) 
WCW TV CHAMPION: STEVE AUSTIN 
(April 27, 1992; from Bary Windham; Atlanta, GA) 
WCW U.S. CHAMPION: RICK RUDE 
(November 19, 1991; from Sting; Savannah, GA) 
* WCW WORLD CHAMPION; RON SIMMONS 
(August 2, 1992; from Big Van Vader; Baltimore, MD) 
WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; STEVE WILLIAMS & TERRY GORDY 
Uuly 5, 1992; from Rick & Scott Steiner, Atlanta, GA) 
WWA FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS CHAMPION: THE SHEIK 
UJune:25, 1992; from Atsushi Onta; Sapporo, Japan) 


WWA FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TARZAN GOTO & GREGORY VERITCHEV 


(May 24, 1992: from Horace Boulder & Sabu; Tokyo, Japan) 
WWC CARIBBEAN CHAMPION: MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
(January 6, 1992; from Greg Valentine; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SOUTHERN ROCKERS 
(June 24, 1992; from Ron Starr & Doug Masters; Dorado, Puerto Rico) 
WWC TV CHAMPION: DICK MURDOCH 
Uanuary 6, 1992; from Invader 1; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
* WWC UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: INVADER | 
(August 8, 1992; from Carlos Colon; Bayamon, Puerto Rico) 
* ~WWC WOMEN’S CHAMPION: AMARILIS 
(August 9, 1992; from La Tigresa; Ponce, Puerto Rico} 
WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: BRET HART 
(April 5, 1992: from Roddy Piper; Indianapolis, IN) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: RANDY SAVAGE 
(April 5, 1992; from Ric Flair; Indianapolis, IN) 
WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE NATURAL DISASTERS 
(July 20, 1992; from Ted DiBiase & Irwin R, Schyster; Worcester, MA) 
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In Wrestling Histor 


GENE STANLEE vs. KILLER KOWALSKI 
October 27, 1953 


There has rarely been a more natural rivalry than the one that existed between rugged Killer 
Kowalski and “Mr. America” Gene Stanlee in the 50s and ’60s. Kowalski resented Stanlee for his 
dashing good looks and bodybuilder physique, while Stanlee hated Kowalski for his vile tactics. 
“He used to call me soft and a pretty boy,” said Stanlee after this bout at New York’s Madison 
Square Garden. “I proved to him I'm every bit as tough as he is.” Unfortunately for Stanlee, 
Kowalski scored the pin at the 16:28 mark, but this feud continued on for years to come, with both 
men scoring victories. “Sure, but history shows I was the better man,” Kowalski still says today. 
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Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
tiumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 


wrestling world! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
Amenica, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, 
Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week" and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus ‘Steve Anderson's View” 
(wrestling's best political cartoon), 
ratings, trivia questions, ‘‘Transactions,” 
a lively editomial, ‘This Week In 
History,” ‘Reporters’ Notebook,” and 
an extensive collection of match results! 
You get all of this—each and every 
week!—in a bold newsletter format that 
keeps you on top of today’s wrestling 
news today! 


federations ” 


Ctions’ 
column lets me epics 
which wrestlers are 
Moving to new 


—K.R., Milwaukee 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 


© 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 


off the cover price 


© 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 


off the cover price 


@52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 


off the cover price 


“| couldn't believe 
a the results from 


Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 
we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 
press. We’re certain that once you see all the news, 
features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 
fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
accepted for single-copy orders.) 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 


Send to: 

T.V. Sports 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 


OCheck or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 


C VISA # 


(J MasterCard # 


Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send mea 
subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 


(J 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
C 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
(J 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 


_] I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- 
closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. 


ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


ass NAME 
___.____—_s ADDRESS a 
Expiration Date:___/___ cry STATE ZIP 


MO/YR 


Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $32.74 | 


for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. Int'l money orders only. i 


SPECIAL NOTE TO BRITISH FANS: PWI Weekly is now available by subscription in the U.K. exclusively from “Turnbuckles | 


” Telephone: 071 738 4991. 


MACHO MAN 
RANDY SAVAGE™ 


HULK HOGAN” THE UNDERTAKER™ THE MOUNTIE™ SID JUSTICE” JAKE “THE SNAKE" 
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_... The WWF's newest tag team partners— 
WWF® WrestleMania® Steel Cage Challenge” for |FFS 
NES” and WWF® Superstars 2" for Game Boy°— | @ 
take you from the opening bell to the closing pin 
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